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Editor’s News 
Please keep all the articles rolling in!  Remember 

articles do not have to be three pages long as 

every little article helps make The Way more 

enjoyable for all to read.   

 

A copy can be viewed on the church website by 

clicking on the month at: 

 

http://www.stlukesrochester.co.uk 

 

Hard copies are free but any donations kindly 

accepted.  All monies go to the Building Project. 

 

The next magazine is due out in March 2018. 

 

 

Don’t forget if you need the article typed just give 

it to Danny Gibson or leave it in an envelope at the 

church marked “The Way”.  So put your thinking 

caps on and get writing! 
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Equalities & Diversity Statement 
St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre is committed to eliminating 

discrimination and creating an environment where all people, regardless of 

gender, cultural or ethnic origin, disability, sexual orientation, age, religion 

or belief, are treated with dignity and respect.  We have procedures in 

place which enable complaints of discrimination to be dealt with promptly 

and fairly.  If any person has a complaint about discrimination they can 

approach the Minister, Revd Robin Selmes or any of the Church Stewards.  

Complaints will be dealt with in a sensitive manner and in the strictest 

confidence.   

Donations 
If you wish to make a donation towards 

the cost of producing this magazine 

please place it in the Building Project jar 

at back of church.   

Hall available in City Way 
For classes, parties, playgroups, 

Reasonable rates.   

Please check website for availability 

and then contact Jean Wahanchuk on 

01634 406466 to book. 
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The 
butterfly as 
a symbol of 

Easter 
 

 
The very hungry caterpillar story has been 
enchanting children for many a year.  It 
follows the journey of a caterpillar that eats 
and eats until it is fully grown.  Then it spins 
a cocoon around itself where it remains for 
a period of time.  During this time in the 
cocoon it undergoes a form of change and, 
in due course, breaks forth from the 
cocoon to a new and transformed kind of 
life……that of a butterfly! 
 
EASTER too is about transformation. 
 
It was on a Sunday morning.  Mary 
Magdalene and other women had gone to 
look at the tomb where Jesus was buried.  
But to their horror and bewilderment they 
met an empty tomb.  Beside the tomb 
stood two angels who said to them; 
 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the 

dead?  
He is not here, He has risen!”  

(Luke: 24:5) 
 
This was the great turning point that 
transformed the story of Jesus which 
seemed to have ended with His tragic 
death on the Cross on Friday evening.  His 
resurrection made the most powerful 
impact upon his disciples, so much so that 
their whole world was transformed and 
they were never the same again. 
 
Suddenly the power of Easter began 
working miracles in their lives. 
 

They had been fearful and downcast but 
now: 
 they no longer doubted but believed 

again. 
 Despair was replaced with HOPE 
 Love found its place in their lives once 

more.   
 They ceased looking back and began 

looking forward to a new future as 
missionaries 

 
 What an amazing turnaround! 
 What a miracle! 
 What a Transformation! 
 
The power of the Resurrection continues to 
this very day and miracles of 
transformation still take place in people’s 
lives and in churches wherever hearts are 
open to receive the Easter reality. 
 
At St Luke’s are we ready to move from 
Good Friday to the renewing power of 
Easter.  Are we ready to embrace all the 
transforming opportunities that a lay ahead 
of us? 
 
As we open ourselves up to the power of 
the resurrection, a new light will shine in 
our minds and hearts, directing us towards 
a new way of thinking and relating, of being 
and doing, in such a way as to bring life and 
not death, and bring healing and hope to 
our community in Rochester and the world 
around us. 
 
May the hope and energy of Easter 
transform our minds and hearts as we 
welcome the life-giving presence of God 
who guides and sustains us at every step of 
the way. 
 
 

Easter blessings. 
Robin & Family 
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On January 8th the Fellowship reconvened 

after the Christmas break for our New Year 

Celebration.  We listened to some readings 

both devotional and light-hearted interspersed 

with Pauline’s super box of chocolates and 

some music.  Then came the serious business 

of food, which was heartily enjoyed by all and 

we felt good to be back together again. 

 

January 24th brought our minister, Robin 

Selmes who began by speaking about one of 

his favourite biblical characters, Moses.  Before 

he started he asked us to think about who our 

favourite person was in the bible so that we 

could share with the others.  It was interesting 

that the majority of us picked Martha - 

probably because we all feel that we get too 

caught up with the busyness of life rather than 

being like Mary and spending time listening to 

God.  Other characters chosen included Ruth, 

Abraham and Peter. 

 

On February 7th we were pleased to welcome 

Tim Crouch who always brings something 

interesting to share.  This time his theme was 

‘A Funny Thing Happened at Work Today’ and 

he recounted all about his working life, which 

included several varied jobs.  The first was as a 

model maker making TV & Film scenery and 

props and also architectural models.  These 

included palm trees for the Ideal Homes 

Exhibition, a model for Pontins Holiday Camp 

and a model of London Docks for the Science 

Museum, which was still there until 2016.  

When he was made redundant he joined Royal 

Mail where he stayed for the next 34 years, 

firstly as a postman in W1 and later as a tutor.  

He then moved on to writing training courses 

for the whole country, which involved a lot of 

travelling.  Eventually, he was made redundant 

and he changed tack again and trained to be a 

Teaching Assistant ending his working life at 

Balfour Junior School.   

 

Roger Smithies joined us on February 21st to 

bring us the next episode in his working life on 

the boats.  He began by sharing some unusual 

things which had happened during this time.  

Firstly, when they left Lowestoft to go to 

London one day they were startled by a plane 

flying right over them, very close, and then up 

into the air making a huge noise.  Another time 

they took a cargo of ground nut cake from 

London to Ipswich where they were told to go 

to a separate berth because the cargo had 

bugs and the boat needed fumigating! The gas 

that was used was very poisonous so the crew 

had to go home for a week.  At this time, the 

London Docks were beginning to close because 

of the use of containers so Roger felt he 

needed a change.  He got a job with the Port 

Auxiliary Service at Gillingham Pier where he 

worked on tugs as an able-bodied seaman.  It 

took him a couple of years to settle down 

because it was a very different kind of job. 

 

During the past couple of months it has been 

good to welcome Iris Donoghue back from her 

stay in America with her family.  We have also 

celebrated Cynthia’s 90th birthday - a great 

milestone- and also the birthdays of Roger, 

Margaret and Hilary. 

 

In the coming months we have more 

interesting speakers, including a return visit by 

the Hospital Therapy Dogs so do come and join 

us on alternate Wednesday 

afternoons at 2.30pm in the 

Faith Hall where you will be 

made very welcome.  Fran 

Wednesday Fellowship 
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Offertory Envelopes and 
The offertory envelope system is one simple way of financially supporting St Luke's by encouraging regular 

weekly giving .  The system is simple, a set of fifty-two weekly dated and numbered envelopes are issued.  

The number identifies the person to whom the envelope has been issued and the dates are for each 

Sunday, so that if you are unable to attend St Luke's for any reason the offering can be put in the envelope 

each week and given at the next visit to church.  The advantage of church members using this system 

helps the Treasurer when preparing the budgets and Angie Rastall who administers the Gift Aid Scheme.  

As the Envelope Secretary my role is to administer, order and supply the envelopes and I am not present 

when the envelopes are opened or aware of the contents.  In 1982, 71 members of St Luke's were using 

the envelope system, today it is down to 18 members.  If you would like more information or wish to be 

provided with a set please do not  hesitate to speak to a Steward or contact me direct on 01634 201429 

Gift Aid it!  If you are a UK taxpayer, your donation will be worth up to a quarter more at no extra cost to 

you.  Gift Aid means that for every £1 you give, St Luke’s can claim up to 25p from the Government.  This 

means a donation of £10 can be worth up to £12, 50 and it doesn't cost you a penny more!  If you would 

like more information regarding Gift Aid please do not hesitate to speak to Angie Rastall. 

Grant Crayden 

The Prayer Chain has been running at St Luke’s for many 

years now and is the place to go if you have a prayer 

need, which you would like to share with others who are 

prepared to pray for you.  It might be for yourself or for 

someone you know and you can share as little or as much 

as you want - it is usually better to have just a few basic details so that it is easier to pass on.  We 

are at a point now when the chain needs re- doing so if anyone feels they would like to be one of 

the people who pray, then please contact Fran Shepherd.  When the prayer chain is ready it will 

be displayed on the notice board in church.   

St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre 

COFFEE MORNING 

In Church every last Saturday in month 

at 10am 

ALL WELCOME 

Come in for a cup of Fair-trade tea or coffee, 

cake and a chat. 

 

Proceeds for Coffee Mornings 

go to Project Funds 
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NEW CUPS 

You will all have obviously noticed that we are now using cardboard cups for the after-service re-

freshments.  Some coffee drinkers will have also noticed that possibly the level in your cup does 

not always come up as high as it did with the old plastic cups.  This is because the cardboard cups 

are deeper and until we have acclimatised ourselves to the new sizes the pourers may be seem-

ing to skimp a bit on the level provided.  We are under orders to do this until we are able to judge 

quantities properly. 

 

Tea drinkers will still get full cups, only, of course, they will have a little more hot water than be-

fore. 

 

Don’t forget we also have various squashes, decaff coffee and also hot chocolate to hand – just 

say the word and it can be yours at no extra cost!  

 

                                                                           Tim. 

p.s.  Thanks to the very generous people who have donated biscuits, etc.  many times during the 

past year – all donations gratefully received. 

 

C H _ _ C H 

What’s missing?      UR 

The Legion is on a mission to take all surviving 
WW2 veterans back to where they served. 
The Royal British Legion wants to take all 
surviving veterans of the Second World War on 
a free Remembrance tour to where they served 
during their time in the Armed Forces. 
 
Tours will take place throughout 2018 and will 
give WW2 veterans the chance to meet up with 
fellow veterans and pay their respects at 
battlefield sites, cemeteries and memorials.  
The Treasury is enabling these free tours to be 
funded by Libor fines, and will enable the 
veterans to return with a family member and 
carer. 
 
Philip Hammond, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
said: “I’m delighted that we can continue to 
support those who want to return with The 
Royal British Legion to the countries where they 

served.  We have committed over £5 million of 
Libor funds to help those who fought for our 
freedom to return to pay their respects and 
safeguard the memory of those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.” 
 
Help us find our vets 
No database exists of WW2 veterans who are 
still alive today, so the Legion is asking the 
public to help us make sure every surviving 
veteran can take part.  If you’re a grandchild, 
neighbour or carer and know someone who 
fought in WW2, please tell them about this 
opportunity and encourage them to sign up! 
 

Sign up or find out more at: 
http://www.arenatravel.com/our-holidays/

remembrance-travel/libor-tours-of-
remembrance 

Help us find WW2 veterans for free Remembrance tours 
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Some might find it easier to make a small regular financial donation than worrying about 

remembering to put a couple of extra items in their weekly shopping. 

Please contact Roger Eastwood or Fran Shepherd who as joint St Luke's Foodbank Church 

Representatives are always happy to answer any questions about Foodbank or help with 

obtaining forms. 

FOODBANK 
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Message from Jean 
 

Dear Friends, here we are already in March 2018, and we have had to cope with a 'little' SNOW, I 

now realise why my husband Peter used to say "you don't know what a 'WINTER is" as he came 

from the beautiful West Ukraine.  Now I Know!  But hopefully we will soon be back to our normal 

working routine. 

 

Homemakers returned after their Christmas Break in January, and already we have heard about 

The Belgium Royal Family and The History of Greeting Cards. 

 

On 8th February we heard from John Portman all about the 'drop in cafe' held at The Parish 

Church on The Delce for people with Dementia.  This subject was of interest to Homemakers as it 

is to be our Charity for 2018. 

 

Talking of Charities it was on 22nd February 

that we presented our Charity cheque for 

2017 to Caroline Gaskin and friend for 

£500.00 for Holding On Letting Go, the 

Charity that supports Grieving Children 

which we had heard of through The 

Wisdom Hospice.  There are so many 

charities that need help, but Homemakers 

like to support a local one.  Pictured right is 

Pat Pearson—President of Homemakers 

(holding Teddy), presenting cheque to 

Caroline Gaskin (holding cheque) and 

Margaret. 

 

In between these activities some of 

Homemakers went yet again to Brick Lane 

Music Hall, which began in London's 

famous Brick Lane.  It is now tucked away in 

a quiet corner of Silvertown in London's 

Docklands.  Its home is the former Church of St Marks, designed by Samuel Teulon for the 

workers of Victorian Silvertown.  A Gothic masterpiece and local landmark it became isolated 

when the population of the area moved on in the 1970's and 80's.  The building was brought back 

to life by Vincent Hayes MBE and his team when Brick Lane Hall took over in 2003.  Though little 

has changed on the outside of the building, the interior has retained all the magnificence, and 

when going inside you are greeted by friendly cheery staff, who see you seated around a table for 

your group and then served an excellent Tea in the interval and watch an Old Time Musical show.  

If you ever get the chance to visit this place don't miss the opportunity and go. 

 

Come along and join us if you are free on a Thursday evening and enjoy the night.      Jean W 
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24th March 

Homemakers Jumble Sale 

10am 12 midday 
(see poster below) 
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PRESBYTERIAN :  

When you rearrange the letters: 

BEST IN PRAYER  

 

ASTRONOMER:  

When you rearrange the letters:  

MOON STARER  

 

DESPERATION:  

When you rearrange the letters: 

A ROPE ENDS IT  

 

THE EYES:  

When you rearrange the letters:  

THEY SEE  

 

THE MORSE CODE : 

When you rearrange the letters: 

HERE COME DOTS  

 

DORMITORY:  

When you rearrange the letters: 

DIRTY ROOM 

 

SLOT MACHINES: 

When you rearrange the letters: 

CASH LOST IN ME  

 

 

ANIMOSITY: 

When you rearrange the letters: 

IS NO AMITY  

 

ELECTION RESULTS: 

When you rearrange the letters:  

LIES - LET'S RECOUNT  

 

SNOOZE ALARMS:  

When you rearrange the letters:  

ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S  

 

A DECIMAL POINT:  

When you rearrange the letters: 

I'M A DOT IN PLACE  

 

THE EARTHQUAKES:  

When you rearrange the letters: 

THAT QUEER SHAKE  

 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO:  

When you rearrange the letters:  

TWELVE PLUS ONE  

 

AND FOR THE GRAND FINALE:  

 

MOTHER-IN-LAW: 

When you rearrange the letters:  

WOMAN HITLER  

ANAGRAMS 
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Concert 
Brian Davies, Heather Gallagher 

supported by Heather’s husband, Derek, 

put on a concert at St Luke’s on Saturday 

24th March  The concert was a mixture of 

solo’s, duets, sketches, songs from the 

First World War and culminating with a 

selection of songs from the Last Night of 

the Proms.  This was an excellent concert a 

enjoyed by over 50 people within the 

circuit.  There would have been more if it 

were not for the bug that was going 

round.  More pictures from the concert 

can be viewed on the church website. 

  A total of £250+ was raised for the Church’s Building Fund.  PS  for those younger members who 

could not attend there was a guest in the audience—Mr Maker from BBC Television.  He was there 

supporting his mum and dad , Heather and Derek.  He is pictured below with Val and Danny. 

Dine at St Luke’s 
We are holding an after service lunch on 

Sunday 25th March.  Number will be 

limited as we want it to be more of a small 

family atmosphere.  We will be serving a 3 

course Roast Dinner for about 12 people.  

This is a trial run, but if this proves popular 

we would hold further similar lunches 

during the year.  Anyone interested please 

see one of the Stewards or Val. 

Q U I Z 
Do come along and join us for another quiz on Saturday 28th 

April—but probably a quiz with a difference as Tim will be in 

charge!!! 

 

Quiche, salad and French bread will be served along with tea 

and coffee during the break, and the raffle will be drawn.  Cost 

will be £5 per person. 

F U N D R A I S I NG 
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This is a summary of the main points from the 
recent Church Council. 
 Re Safeguarding - most people who are 

required to have now completed the training 
update. The Safeguarding policy needs to be 
agreed annually, which was duly done. A copy 
will be placed in church for viewing.  

 Re Finance & Property- the 2016-17 accounts 
have been inspected and following one 
amendment will be signed by Robin.  

 It was agreed that Ian & Robin will do the 
Reserve Policy, which will be presented to the 
Finance & Property Committee.  

 Work from the Quinquennial Inspection 
needs to be done and then we will look at the 
need for a new roof on the halls etc 
downstairs.  

 The Property Schedules were agreed for 
signing.  

 It was agreed that we should pay any workers 
in the church the Living Wage, which went up 
to £8.75 in November and has to be put in 
place by May 1st this year. The meeting 
approved the Finance & Property committee 
to put this in place and review it every April. 

 The boilers downstairs need replacing and a 
quote was sought from the firm who installed 
the new heating system in church to 
amalgamate the three into one. However, we 
have been advised to leave the boiler in the 
Ladies toilets as it is because of the need for 
hot water in there. To amalgamate the other 
two would cost £5544 including VAT, which 
includes a free call-out service for a year. It 
was agreed that the meeting would empower 
the Finance & Property Committee to go 
ahead with a budget of £6,000 once another 
quote has been obtained. 

 Ian is standing down as Gift Aid secretary 
form 5th April and Robin thanked him for his 
work in this area. We now need to find 
someone else to take this over.  

 Re Fund Raising - the committee met recently 
and there are a number of events in the 
coming months, which are mentioned 
elsewhere in the magazine. More people are 
now involved in helping at Coffee Mornings, 
which is good. There are some Health & 
Safety issues re handling food and money, 
which we need to be aware of and take 
appropriate action on.   

 Pastoral - the membership is now 33.  the 
next meeting of the committee is on Thursday 
19th April. 

 Junior Church - we have a fairly regular 
number of children attending now.  One of 
the mothers has shown an interest in helping.   

 Mission & Worship - there is a possibility that 
we could join with St Justus in visiting Friston 
House and holding a monthly service for the 
residents.  Robin to further explore this with 
Rev Helen Burns.  Robin is also happy to 
restart the Church Lite service once a month, 
focussing on this being available to everyone 
in the community.  He will start to explore the 
possibility with the Stewards.  

 Holy Week Services are as follows: 
 March 29th Maundy Thursday, Fish & Chips at 

6pm followed by a service at 7 led  by 
Robin. 

 March 30th Good Friday, service at 10.30am 
led by Robin 

 April 1st Easter Day, Easter Breakfast at 8am; 
service of Holy Communion at  10.30 led by 
Bryan Tolhurst. 

 There will be four All-Age Worship services a 
year that will be held in Advent, on Mothering 
Sunday, in July and at Harvest.  These will be 
interactive services aimed at families with 
children. 

 Church Anniversary is the weekend of June 
23rd & 24th.  There will be a Strawberry Tea 
and Bat & Trap from 1.30pm onwards on the 
Saturday.  The service on Sunday will be led 
by Rev Jeanette Richardson and will be 
followed by a meal.  

 There was some concern about the low 
attendance at the meeting.  People need 
reminding that as we are classed as a small 
church, anyone can attend a Church Council 
meeting although they can only vote if they 
are members.  It was decided that we would 
fix dates for the next two meetings, which 
are: 

 Wednesday 4th July at 11.30am in church 
 Wednesday 14th November at 11.30am in 

church 
 Both meetings will include a soup & roll 

lunch.  
 Sunday 29th April is the Church General 

Meeting, which will also include a soup & roll 
lunch.  Please put these dates on your 
calendars and in your diaries. 

 The Data Protection Act is being upgraded, 
which will affect how we store and share 
information.  The Circuit Leadership are 
meeting about this to get clarity on it.  

Summary of Church Council Meeting on 6th March 2018 
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Circuit News Letter and Preaching Plan for 4th Quarter 
June July August 2018 

ACTION REQUIRED – This week commencing Mon 5th March -Please can you ask people to write 
articles for the next circuit newsletter. 
 
Dear Friends, 
We are starting to produce the Magazine/News Letter which will be published on the 1st May 
along with the new preaching plan.  Bonni-Belle is away on Sabbatical for this edition so we are 
going to be short of "Clergy Think" unless you can fill the void.  Thanks to Gillian Collins our Editor 
and Paul Skipp for turning our offerings into something that is more than worthy of our Circuit. 
 
The “Theme” for this edition was selected by the Ministers and Staff at their meeting at the end 
of 2017.  It is to be “Our work with young people”.   If you want to suggest a theme for the 
September Edition then please send it in. 
 
We really would like to increase the number contributors and the breadth of the subjects of the 
contributions.  What you have to say or tell, is the most important story of them all. 
In our vision (See attached) we have several core elements, they are; 
• Our hopes for the future 
• Who we are 
• Our Up - Worship 
• Our In – Our Relationships with Each Other (Learning and Caring) 
• Our Out – Our Relationships with the people we meet.  (Outreach and Evangelism) 
 
Your thoughts on any of these are valued and of interest to our community. 
 
MISSIONAL COMMUNITY REPORTS 
In the last magazine we started the section Missional Community Reports.  Please share what you 
are doing however tired you may feel.  A brief report from your church can start a whole new 
wave of thinking in another community.  I know there are missional music groups, choirs, old 
people’s lunches, social groups, house groups, prayer teams.  Please ask your folk to tell us what 
they are up to. 
 
Please can you make a note on your ‘to do lists’ and your diaries to get something done for the 
28th March.  This week, please can you start asking and encouraging people to help and pass 
their ideas to Circuit Office. 
 
Please pray about these elements and see if you are inspired to put your fingers to the key board 
and forward to rchrd.vncnt@gmail.com.                                                  God Bless from Richard Vincent 

Hymn Books and Bibles 
Please note that with effect from Easter Sunday all Hymn Books and Bibles (if required) will no 

longer be stored under the chairs in the church but will be issued as you enter the church by the 

Door Stewards.  It would be appreciated if Hymn Books and Bibles could be returned to where 

you received these. 

mailto:rchrd.vncnt@gmail.com
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Birthday 

On 20th January one of our members, Cynthia Smith, 

celebrated her 90th birthday.  A surprise party at the church 

was arranged by her carers and many friends at the church.  It 

was difficult to keep this a secret but thankfully everything 

went to plan as can be seen from the pictures. 

Congratulations and hope you are 

looking forward to the next 

milestone—a telegram from the 

Queen!! 
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Rochester South and Horsted 
Prayer Bulletin March 2018 

 
“So I prayed to the God of heaven.” 

Nehemiah 2:4 NIV 
  
Herewith the March edition of the Rochester South and 
Horsted prayer bulletin which includes within its 
boundary St Stephen’s (Maidstone Road), St. Luke’s (City 
Way) and Berachah (Neville Road) churches and covers 
part of the Pip & Jim’s, St. Simon Stock, St. Michael’s, St. 
John Fisher and St. Justus parishes. Please do pray in 
agreement with Christians from across the ward and 
beyond for God to impact miraculously the folk and life 
of the Rochester South and Horsted area throughout the 
coming months. Thank you. 

• Prayer For JustOne: Wed 7 Mar: If you are able, 
please consider joining us for prayer for the 
upcoming JustOne outreach with Canon J.John at 
Gillingham’s Priestfield Stadium in June (http://
justonepriestfield.com/). The prayer meeting 
starts at 7.30 pm (refreshments served 
beforehand from 7 pm) at The Emmaus Church 
Centre, Clover Street, Chatham, ME4 4DT. If you 
are unable to join us, perhaps pray for a short 
time wherever you are that evening for the 
outreach where we hope to see many, many folk 
come to faith. Further JustOne prayer meetings 
will be held at Emmaus on Thur 5 Apr and Fri 4 
May. 

• Medway Celebrate and Prayer Launch: Wed 21 
Mar: You are invited to come together with others 
from around Medway for a new worship and 
prayer lunchtime service being held initially once-a
-month on the third Wednesday of each month at 
The Emmaus Church Centre, Clover Street, 
Chatham, ME4 4DT from 12.45 to 1.30 pm. Similar 
to Celebrate that ran successfully for 11 years, the 
meeting will be mostly worship focussed with a 
short time in the middle given over to some 
thoughts on, and then prayer for, the Towns as 
part of the Medway House of Prayer 
(www.medwayhouseofprayer.org.uk). We will be 
praying from 12.30 pm for any that wish to come 
along earlier. 

• Crime: The Medway Neighbourhood Watch 
Association have advised of the following 
incidents in the ward so far this year. Please pray 
for all affected by them and the police as they 
search for the offenders; that those responsible 
come to a knowledge of the Lord and cease their 
criminal lifestyle and for protection of all homes in 
the ward: 
18 Feb: Haig Avenue: Car break in 
16 Feb: Wilson Avenue: Vehicle theft 
15 Feb: Hurstwood: Burglary 
14 Feb: Huntsmans Close: Burglary 
02 Feb: Snodhurst Avenue: Vehicle theft 
27 Jan: Pennant Road: Car break in 
26 Jan: The Ridgeway: Burglary 
22 Jan: The Ridgeway: Car break in 

09 Jan: Gerrard Avenue: Car break in 
04 Jan: Maidstone Road: Burglary 
02 Jan: Balfour Road: Car break in 

 
Please do pray the following prayer around the theme of 
older carers remembering any folk that you know who 
are in this position. The prayer is taken from the CARE 
Daily Prayer Diary that is available for free from http://
www.care.org.uk/about-us/our-publications/prayer-
diary . 
  
“Dear Lord, please draw near to the increasing number 
of men and women in their later years who are caring 

for their spouse or someone else and are suffering from 
financial hardship, isolation and ill health themselves. 

May they receive the help they need both physically and 
spiritually.  In Jesus Name. Amen” 

 
The local press provides an interesting snapshot of life in 
the ward and we feature below abridged versions of 
stories and reports published in the Medway Messenger. 
Please pray and intercede as the Lord leads for the 
people involved and the wider situations that these 
stories are representative of (eg employment, family, 
schools, crime, planning etc). Pray also that the weekly 
CTIM column in the Messenger speaks to many readers 
of God’s amazing grace and love and that there will be 
fruit from this weekly message. 

• £1.2m day centre is a game-changer: (Dec 7 pg 
27) “OurZone day centre, previously known as the 
Balfour Centre, Pattens Lane, has been officially re
-opened after undergoing a £1.2 million 
refurbishment. The centre caters for anyone over 
the age of 18 who has a physical or long-term 
health or learning disability.” 

• Pupils help charity to feed homeless people: (Jan 
11 pg 45) “Kind-hearted pupils from Thomas 
Aveling School, Arethusa Road donated food to 
the Caring Hands charity so it can help feed 
homeless people.” 

• Four arrested after car crash: (Jan 11 pg 10) “Two 
men and two boys were arrested after a car 
crashed into the Tiger Moth roundabout. Police 
were following a Citroen Picasso after receiving 
reports of a stolen vehicle when it crashed on 
Maidstone Road.” 

• Death-defying song completes healthy work-out 
from choir: (Jan 15 pg 5) “The health benefits of a 
sing-song were experienced when a free 
community workshop was held. MCCG funded the 
event at St Luke’s Methodist Church, City Way.” 

• In Court: (Jan 25 pg 24) M.H. of Elm Avenue, 
assault, shoplifting: jailed 180 days. 

• Pharmacist’s 30 years serving community: (Feb 8 
pg 18) “Pharmacist Ferride Karson, who has been 
running his business in Chatham for 30 years has 
been nominated for a Pride in Medway award. He 
says his customers are more like family and 
Karsans Pharmacy in Pattens Lane is more like a 
doctor’s surgery than just a place where people 
come to pick up their prescription.” 

• One-way street improvement: (Feb 12 pg 11) 

http://justonepriestfield.com/
http://justonepriestfield.com/
http://www.medwayhouseofprayer.org.uk/
http://www.care.org.uk/about-us/our-publications/prayer-diary
http://www.care.org.uk/about-us/our-publications/prayer-diary
http://www.care.org.uk/about-us/our-publications/prayer-diary
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“Work to stop drivers driving the wrong way using 
a one-way road will begin in the spring. 
Councillors for Rochester South and Horsted have 
spoken to residents about problems with Brake 
Avenue.” 

• Man dies in alleyway in Rochester: (Feb 15 pg 9) 
“Police and ambulance services were called to 
Leander Road on Monday following the death of a 
man. The body of a 37-year-old was found in an 
alley by Association Walk. The death is not being 
treated as suspicious.” 

Please feel free to circulate this bulletin. I am sure there 
are many Christians living in the ward we have not 
connected with yet, please do therefore share these 
prayer themes amongst your circles and if your ward 
contacts are not receiving these bulletins directly, 
please ask them to get in touch or send me their details. 

If you are aware of ward related issues that you feel may 
be appropriate for inclusion in future bulletins, please do 
let me know. 

“I saw the Lord always before me. Because He is at my 
right hand, I will not be shaken.” 

Acts 2:25 NIV 
“Lord, thank You that You are always with me. Right 

now, in the midst of what I am facing and thinking, You 
are with me. Hold me, lead me and guide me I pray so 

that even in the midst of uncertain or challenging 
circumstances, I will be able to show and share Your 
love with those around me. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 

 
Trevor Clarke, 19 Wemmick Close, Rochester, ME1 2DL 

Coordinator of Medway Prayer Net and Ward Councillor 
for Rochester South and Horsted 

trevoraclarke@blueyonder.co.uk - 01634 409932 

Food Quiz (not anagrams unless stated) - Answers Page 18 

1 Start the race (4)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2 Strong emotions with seeds (7,5)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

3 Don’t hug us (anagram)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

4 Around Istanbul (6)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

5 Richard has measles (7,4)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6 Rubbish (5)     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7 Glorious garment (13,5)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

8 Pluck a flower (10)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

9 Bramley Bronte (5,9)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

10 A hidden amphibian (4,2,3,4)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

11 This dish is not cold (3,3)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

12 Wobbly cows make this (4,5)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

13 Aquatic pointers (4,7)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

14 Alpine revolutions (5,5)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

15 A royal dessert (6,7)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

16 Vegetable messenger (6,4)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

17 Male depart (5)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

18 This car makes a noise (6)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

19 Cooked State (4)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

20 An easy take (5,2,4)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

21 Of little value (6)    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

22 Sounds like it funds a bet (5)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://maps.google.com/?q=19+Wemmick+Close,++Rochester+,+ME1+2DL&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=19+Wemmick+Close,++Rochester+,+ME1+2DL&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=19+Wemmick+Close,++Rochester+,+ME1+2DL&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:trevoraclarke@blueyonder.co.uk
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1. Sago 

2. Passion Fruit 

3. Doughnut 

4. Turkey 

5. Spotted Dick 

6. Tripe 

7. Knickerbocker Glory 

8. Piccalilli 

9. Apple Charlotte 

10. Toad in the Hole 

11. Hot Dog or Hot Pot 

12. Milk Shake 

13. Fish Fingers 

14. Swiss Rolls 

15. Queens Pudding 

16. Runner Bean 

17. Mango 

18. Banger 

19. Stew 

20. Piece of Cake 

21. Trifle 

22. Steak 

Food Quiz Answers 
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Minister Revd Robin Selmes 360604 

Senior Church Steward and Worship Leader Ian Smith 723477 

Church Steward Jean Wahanchuk 406466 

Church Steward and Worship Leader Dorothy Odell 409826 

Church Steward Hilary Wheeler 847211 

Church Steward Angie Rastall 614809 

Church Contacts   

Church Notices Danny Gibson 07506 765805 

Church Secretary Fran Shepherd 811129 

Gift Aid Secretary Angie Rastall 325747 

Baptism Roll Secretary Jan Sellings 409970 

Magazine Editor Danny Gibson 07506 765805 

Hall Bookings Jean Wahanchuk 406466 

Property & Finance Chairman Ian Smith 723477 

Church Treasurer Angie Rastall 614809 

Church Pastoral Secretary Derek Brighton 840094 

Church Phone  406768 

Organisations that Use the Church   

Pre-School Maria Hill 405315 

Brownies Louise Kemsley 713507 

Craft Club Dorothy Odell 409826 

Homemakers Secretary Jean Wahanchuk 406466 

Kingfisher Singers Davina Brisley 387249 

La Leche League of Rochester Deborah Robertson 814221 

Medway Bridge Club Graham Jenkinson 841795 

Over 55s Keep Fit Angie Rastall 614809 

Rainbows Gina Kemsley 843209 

Scouts/Beavers/Cubs John Brisley 610910 

Tae Kwon-Do Gary Parr 07758 076394 

The Wednesday Fellowship Hilary Wheeler 847211 

Amethyst School of Dance Rachel Pratt 01795 426611 

River Voice Choir Nikki 07815 207153 

CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS 
City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2BQ 

Church Telephone  01634 406768 
 

Website 
http://www.stlukesrochester.co.uk/ 

 
Church e-mail Address:  stlukes2014@gmail.com 

CONTACTS PAGE 


