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Editor’s News 

Please keep all the articles rolling in!  

Remember articles do not have to be three 

pages long as every little article helps make 

The Way more enjoyable for all to read.   

 

Please note that all hard copies are in black 

and white and a coloured copy can be viewed 

on the church website by clicking on the 

month at: 

 

http://stlukesrochester.co.uk/the%20way%

20magazine.html 

 

A hard copy in colour can be obtained at a cost 

of 30p from Danny Gibson.  All monies go to 

the Building Project. 

 

Don’t forget if you need the article typed just 

give it to Danny Gibson or leave it in an 

envelope at the church marked “The Way”.  So 

put your thinking caps on and get writing! 
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Equalities & Diversity Statement 
St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre is committed to eliminating 

discrimination and creating an environment where all people, regardless of 

gender, cultural or ethnic origin, disability, sexual orientation, age, religion 

or belief, are treated with dignity and respect.  We have procedures in 

place which enable complaints of discrimination to be dealt with promptly 

and fairly.  If any person has a complaint about discrimination they can 

approach the Minister, Revd Tony Graff or any of the Church Stewards.  

Complaints will be dealt with in a sensitive manner and in the strictest 

confidence. 

Donations 
If you wish to make a donation towards 

the cost of producing this magazine 

please place it in the Building Project jar 

at back of church. 

Hall available in City Way 
For classes, parties, playgroups.  

Reasonable rates. 

Please contact Jean Wahanchuk on 

01634 406466. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
It’s not seen as being quite 
polite to be too upfront 
about your own “wants”, 
those things which you 
desire which you feel would 

meet your needs.  If we confess to our 
“wants”, we feel as though we are being a bit 
selfish, we think that we should be thinking of 
others instead of thinking of our own needs.  
I’m not so sure about this.  We are wiser than 
we sometimes recognise and listening to 
ourselves and hearing what it is that we really 
want can guide us to what we need to live the 
fulfilled lives which God wants for us.  The 
tricky part is, of course, working out what our 
“wants” really are.   
 
One of the greatest delights of my life was 
reading stories with my children when they 
were little.  One of our favourites was E 
Nesbit’s “Five Children and It.”  This is about a 
group of children who discover a sand-fairy 
who gives them a wish a day which lasts until 
sunset.  Unfortunately they are not good at 
working out what it is that they really want, so 
their wishes don’t work out well for them.  
They wish to be as beautiful as the day, but 
when they are transformed into radiant 
beauties they are not recognised and are 
locked out of the house.  They are forced to 
spend their time sitting in a ditch waiting for 
the sun to set and the wish to wear off.  They 
ask for untold riches and are given a pit full of 
gold guineas which are no longer in circulation 
so they can’t use them to buy anything.  They 
wish for wings, but then forget to go home 
before the power of the wish fades.  They end 
up stuck on a church roof and needing to be 
rescued.  Working out what it is that we want 
and how to get it can be a complicated affair.   
 
I wonder what it is that we really want as 
Christians.  Some are clear that what they seek 

is to be united with God.  In the communion 
service we sometimes pray “That we may 
evermore dwell in him and he in us.”  This 
prayer expresses our longing to be one with 
God.  And yet, it is also true that God knows 
our needs before we ask and often what we 
seek we find we already have been given.  We 
discover that we are in a place of uncertainty 
where with a part of ourselves we want 
something and with another part we know that 
it is already ours.   
 
We want intimacy with God.  A yearning for 
this is expressed in Psalm 63 where it says, 
“God, my God, for You I search.  My throat 
thirsts for you, my flesh yearns for you as in a 
land waste and parched, where there is no 
water.”  But that for which we crave is ours 
now.  Martin Laird in his book “Into The Silent 
Land” tells of a man who was searching for 
God who felt that he still hadn’t found what he 
was looking for.  One day a friend said to him, 
“Your problem is, you don’t know who you 
are  ...  You are a ray of God’s own light  ...  You 
say you seek God, but a ray of light doesn’t 
seek the sun; it’s coming from the sun.  You are 
a branch on the vine of God.  A branch doesn’t 
seek the vine; it’s already part of the vine.  A 
wave doesn’t look for the ocean; it’s already 
full of the ocean  ...  who you are is one with 
God.”   
 
In the Christian life we frequently find 
ourselves living with things which seem 
opposed to each other.  Here, I suppose, is 
another of those experiences.  What we want 
is God and yet we are already in God and God 
is in us.  We are reaching out for God for whom 
our hearts long and at the very same time we 
are resting in God who has found us.  Perhaps 
our job is not to be too perplexed by this but 
rather to simply go with the flow, ride with the 
tide and enjoy the mystery.   
 
May God bless you,                                   Tony  

Message from Tony 

“Sarah,” said the Junior Church leader “Do you say your prayers every night?” 

“No, not every night,” was the answer, “because sometimes I don’t want anything.” 
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The Wednesday Fellowship continues to thrive 
and we have enjoyed a variety of meetings 
since the last report.  To begin with we have to 
look back to 2016 for our final meetings of the 
year beginning with the AGM, which was held 
on the last day of November.  It is always a 
good time to remember the many people who 
have given voluntarily of their time to come 
and share experiences and thoughts with us.  
We are, as always, very grateful and we trust 
that the visit has been a pleasurable time for 
them too.  It is also the time for us to thank 
members of the Fellowship who help to keep 
things running - setting up, making tea, 
washing up, clearing up and those with cars, 
ferrying people to and fro. 
 
The final meeting of the year was our 
Christmas Carol Service on 14th December, 
when we enjoyed listening once more to the 
account of God’s wonderful intervention into 
mankind through the birth of His only Son, 
Jesus.  We sang some well-loved carols and 
tucked into mince pies to get us into the feel of 
the season.   
Our first meeting of 2017 on January 4th was, 
as usual, our New Year Celebration led by 
Hilary.  We enjoyed some delicious food and 
put our brains to the test with a quick quiz, A 
good time was had by all! 
 
January 18th brought our minister, Tony Graff 
who talked to us about Abraham and his 
nephew, Lot.  He wanted to show how these 
and many Biblical characters were very human 
and often got things wrong.  Despite this, 
Abraham knew that God was with him and 
would bless him.  When Lot’s father died, 
Abraham helped him and for a time they both 
flourished with many flocks and servants.  
Inevitably, there were conflicts, probably over 
wells and so they decided to divide the land 
between them.  Abraham allowed Lot to 
choose first and he decided to settle in Sodom, 

which looked the best piece of land.  Abraham 
and his family settled in Canaan.  Sodom 
turned out to be the worst choice by far and 
Lot ended up being taken prisoner after a 
battle between rival kings.  Abraham came to 
the rescue and freed Lot.  Then the mysterious 
King of Salem turned up and wanted to bless 
Abraham but is this right because he is of a 
different religion? Abraham decided he must 
be open to receive the blessing, which reminds 
us that Jesus was also open to all and not just 
His fellow countrymen. 
 
The first day of February brought our good 
friend, Roger Smithies to continue his life story 
about working on the boats.  He began by 
reminding us that coastal work can be 
dangerous with rough seas and other hazards.  
Once they were taking lumber from Tilbury to 
Lowestoft to be made into frames.  
Unfortunately, it was so windy that they lost all 
the wood over the side but they did manage to 
reach harbour.  The boat needed much repair 
work, which was done in Rochester.  Another 
time they were in Ridham Dock, Sheerness, 
which is tidal with no lock gates.  They were 
unloading pulp for the paper works alongside 
Danish and Russian ships.  Unfortunately, they 
managed to lift a lifeboat with a smoke 
canister by mistake and the smoke poured out 
and burnt a hole in the paint on deck! Roger 
also had a tricky time when he had to help two 
ladies who had come on board.  They had high 
heels and short skirts and couldn’t manage to 
use the gang plank to get off so Roger took 
them round in a rowing boat to the step 
ladder, which they had to climb up! Great 
entertainment for the watching dockers! 
 
On February 15th we were pleased to welcome 
back our dear friend, Margaret Howlett with 
her husband.  Margaret was her usual cheery 
self and shared many examples of miracles 
that we see around us including poppy seeds, 
sunrise and sunset,a rainbow, caterpillars, frost 
patterns and babies.  The greatest miracle of 
all is God the maker of the Universe who 
allowed himself to become a human and died 
on the cross so that we might be saved from 
our sins.  When He rose again He appeared to 
many people before He returned to His Father 

Wednesday Fellowship 
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in Heaven.  Our Living Saviour is the greatest 
miracle of all. 
 
During these past few months we have missed 
three of our members - Barbara Jarrett has 
been in hospital and David has been faithfully 
visiting her and Betty Hallett has also been in 
hospital and is likely to be moving into a Care 
Home soon.  We, of course, remember them in 
our prayers.  Iris Donoghue has returned safely 
from America but has not been well enough to 

come to a meeting so far - we hope to see her 
soon. 
 
Our speakers in March are 
Derek Gallagher on the 1st, 
Brian Davies on the 15th 
and Roger Eastwood on the 
29th.  If you would like to 
join us we begin at 2.30pm 
in the Faith Hall and we 
would love to see you. 

LENT Course 2017 
This year, as usual, we are joining up with Strood for a Lent Course, which will be held on 
Wednesdays starting on March 8th for six weeks.  The meetings alternate between the two 
churches beginning at St Luke’s.  We commence at 10.45am with tea/coffee followed by the 
study, which is being organised by Rev Kan Yu.  We end the session with a Soup and Roll lunch 
and are usually finished by about 1.15pm.  You are welcome to all or as many sessions as you are 
able to attend so we hope to see you there.                                                               Fran & John 

Daffodil Rally Day 
Another year and another visit to the beautiful 

Methodist Westminster Central Hall in London 

for the Daffodil Rally Day the first Monday in 

March, and what a day it will be with people 

coming from far and wide to participate in the 

Service, singing  hymns and hearing of so many 

happenings within the different Methodist 

Circuits and there are always  visiting guests to 

tell of their work within The Methodist Church. 

 

The history of this building is really interesting, 

originally The Royal Aquarium and 

Summer ,Winter Palace was built on this 

ground for £200.000  and Arthur Sullivan was 

very much involved with the musicals and 

shows that went on there, there was an ice-

rink, circus events so much different than now , 

even in November 1875 a license was applied 

for Music/Dancing, but sadly the clientele 

numbers were falling off , and the decision to 

close it down which happened  1903 after 27 

years,  but prior to that The Wesleyan 

Methodists had a mass meeting at the doomed 

pleasure palace to purchase the land. 

 

It was in 1898 that a 20th Centenary Fund was 

set up to mark 100 years since John Wesley 

died ( 1703- 1791) to raise one million guineas 

from a million Methodist  and in 1902 they had 

raised 1,024.50 guineas   (£1075,727)! 

 

£250.000 of this was to build the Monumental 

Memorial Hall, opening day  3 October 1912, it 

is now the largest Conference Centre in 

London with 25 rooms over 700 corporate/

public events  are held there and it is a Grade 

11 listed Building. The history of this area is 

really interesting, and now many of us enjoy 

our day there, if you have never been try and 

go,  be a tourist. 

 

Friendly Greetings                                Jean 'W'  

A Junior Church group had been learning about the Ten Commandments and they were asked if anyone 

could remember the last one. A small child said, “Thou shall not take the covers off your neighbour’s wife.” 



6 

 

Signs seen on Church noticeboards 

 We are the soul agents in this area 

 Don’t wait for six strong men to take you to church 

 Seven days without prayer make one weak 

 Hoot if you love Jesus - text while driving if you want to meet Him 

 God answers knee mail 
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Offertory Envelopes and 

The offertory envelope system is one simple way of financially supporting St Luke's by 

encouraging regular weekly giving .  The system is simple, a set of fifty-two weekly dated and 

numbered envelopes are issued.  The number identifies the person to whom the envelope has 

been issued and the dates are for each Sunday, so that if you are unable to attend St Luke's for 

any reason the offering can be put in the envelope each week and given at the next visit to 

church.  The advantage of church members using this system helps the Treasurer when preparing 

the budgets and Angie Rastall who administers the Gift Aid Scheme.  As the Envelope Secretary 

my role is to administer, order and supply the envelopes and I am not present when the 

envelopes are opened or aware of the contents.  In 1982, 71 members of St Luke's were using the 

envelope system, today it is down to 18 members.  If you would like more information or wish to 

be provided with a set please do not  hesitate to speak to a Steward or contact me direct on 

01634 201429 

Gift Aid it!  If you are a UK taxpayer, your donation will be worth up to a quarter more at no 

extra cost to you, Gift Aid means that for every £1 you give, St Luke’s can claim up to 25p from 

the Government.  This means a donation of £10 can be worth up to £12.50 and it doesn't cost 

you a penny more!  If you would like more information regarding Gift Aid please do not hesitate 

to speak to Angie Rastall.                                                                                         Grant Crayden 

As we have some new members in our congregation I 

thought I would take the opportunity to tell you about 

the Prayer Chain at St Luke’s.  The Prayer Chain has been 

going for some years now and is basically the place to go 

if you have a prayer need, which you would like to share 

with others who are prepared to pray for you.  It might be for yourself or for someone you know 

and you can share as little or as much as you want – it is usually better to just have a few basic 

details so that it is easier to pass on.  There is a list of people involved on the notice board at the 

back of the church and it is best to contact either Fran Shepherd on 811129 or Pearl on 867204 

who will then pass the request on.  If you would like to be part of the Prayer Chain please see 

Fran Shepherd.   

St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre 

COFFEE MORNING 

In Church every last Saturday in month 

25th March, 29th April and 27th May 2017 

at 10am 

ALL WELCOME 

Come in for a cup of Fair-trade tea or coffee, 

cake and a chat. 

Two little girls were chatting “So why don’t you come to the same Sunday School as me?” said the first. 

“Because I belong to a different abomination,” replied the second one. 
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Herewith the latest edition of the Rochester South 
and Horsted prayer bulletin which includes within its 
boundary St Stephen’s (Maidstone Road), St.  Luke’s 
(City Way) and Berachah (Neville Road) churches and 
covers part of the Pip & Jim’s, St. Simon Stock, St. 
Michael’s, St. John Fisher and St. Justus parishes.  
Please do pray in agreement with Christians from 
across the ward and beyond for God to impact 
miraculously the folk and life of the Rochester South 
and Horsted area throughout this coming month.  
Thank you. 
 
Prayer and Mission In Medway: Please pray for the 
fledgling Medway House of Prayer http://
www.medwayhouseofprayer.org.uk/welcome.htm as 
this new initiative begins and continue to pray for 
Churches Together In Medway as they call leaders to 
pray together each month for the Towns, minister to the 
Council and begin to organise the Just One at Priestfield 
Stadium outreach event with J.John in June 2018.  
Further information on CTIM can be found on their 
website at http://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/
medway/ . 
 
Crime: Medway Neighbourhood Watch Association 
advise of the following: 

 02 Jan: Vale Drive: Garage Break-in 

 03 Jan: Dale Street: Theft from Vehicle 

 12 Jan: Pattens Gardens: Theft from Vehicle 

 01 Feb: Beatty Road: Theft from Vehicle 

 01 Feb: Blaker Avenue: Burglary 

 06 Feb: Highview Drive: Theft of Vehicle 

 14 Feb: Shirley Avenue: Café Burglary 

 17 Feb: Association Walk: Theft of Vehicle 

 17 Feb: City Way: Burglary. 
 

Please pray for all concerned especially those who 
suffer the fear, upset and loss that these actions 
inevitably cause and that the likely repeat offenders 
responsible are convicted both by God and the law and 
for the foiling of these often opportunistic night-time 
crimes.  MNHWA advise of one conviction of a 26 year 
old male who (amongst a number of other petty 
crimes) had broken into vehicles in Bedgebury Close 
and Haig Avenue - he was only given a suspended 
sentence. 

 
Please do pray the following prayer around the theme 
of lent which is taken from the CARE Daily Prayer Diary 
that is available for free from http://www.care.org.uk/
about-us/our-publications/prayer-diary. 

 
“Lord Jesus Christ, as we prepare our hearts for 

Easter and reflect on our need for Your never-ending 
forgiveness and grace, please help us to act justly, 

love mercy and walk humbly before You here in 
[Rochester South and Horsted].  May we speak and 

live in ways that honour the poor and encourage all 
who follow in Your ways.  Amen” 

  
The local press provides an interesting snapshot of life 
in the ward and we feature below abridged versions 
of stories and reports published in the Medway 
Messenger.  Please pray and intercede as the Lord 
leads for the people involved and the wider situations 
that these stories are representative of (eg 
employment, family, schools, crime, planning etc).  
Pray also that the weekly CTIM column in the 
Messenger speaks to many readers of God’s amazing 
grace and love and that there will be fruit from this 
weekly message. 

 In Court: (Jan 27 pg 32) L.S.  of Ewart Road, non 
payment of fine, jailed.  (10 Feb pg 34) M.P. of 
Vale Drive, drink-driving, fined.  S.M. of City 
Way, speeding, fined. J.R. of Randall Road, 
driving without insurance, fined. 

 Former criminal and addict is rewarded for 
helping others: (Jan 2 pg 9) “There was a double 
celebration for Joe Baden of Brenchley Close as 
after marrying his long-term partner Sharon, it 
was announced that he had become an OBE for 
his work as founder of Open Books, a project to 
help former offenders and those with the same 
issues he suffered in his youth to get into 
education and improve their lives.” 

 Mum sets up play group for disabled 
youngsters: (Jan 6 pg 21) “A Purbeck Road mum 
has set up a play group for disabled children 
after being inspired by her young son.  Elizabeth 
Turpin’s son Wilber, has a condition that means 
he has extra genes on one of his 
chromosomes.” Please see http://
www.wilbersway.org.uk for more information. 

 BAE to take on youngsters: (Jan 27 pg 48) “BAE 
Systems, Marconi Way, has announced it will 
train 10 more apprentices at its Rochester site.” 

 Huge search for bridge jumper after woman 
attacked in home: (Jan 27 pg 5) “A man is 
believed to have jumped from a motorway 
bridge after leaving a woman seriously injured 
at their home in Grafton Avenue.” 

 Pupils doing their bit to help those whose lives 
are in crisis: (Jan 30 pg 15) “Youngsters at 
Thomas Aveling School Arethusa Road, have 
been fundraising for local charity Caring Hands 
http://www.caringhandsuk.org.uk/ to help the 
homeless and bring hope to people on the 
streets.” 

 £7m for airport tech park and riverfront homes 
plan: (Feb 3 pg 6) “Two regeneration projects 
which will create more than 2,000 jobs in 
Medway have received £7.2 million government 
cash.  Rochester Airport Technology Park, Laker 
Road and the former civic centre site in Strood 

Rochester South and Horsted Ward Monthly Prayer Bulletin: March 2017 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

http://www.medwayhouseofprayer.org.uk/welcome.htm
http://www.medwayhouseofprayer.org.uk/welcome.htm
http://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/medway/
http://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/medway/
http://www.care.org.uk/about-us/our-publications/prayer-diary
http://www.care.org.uk/about-us/our-publications/prayer-diary
http://www.wilbersway.org.uk/
http://www.wilbersway.org.uk/
http://www.caringhandsuk.org.uk/
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will get more than £3.5 million each.” 

 Airfield cocaine plot foiled as smuggler caught 
in hotel: (Feb 6 pg 7) “Two drug smugglers who 
flew £2.5 million of cocaine into Rochester 
Airport, Maidstone Road have been locked up 
for 40 years.” 

 Arrest after crash causes chaos: (Feb 6 pg 7) “A 
man was arrested at the scene of an accident 
that caused long delays after he collided with 

another car and a wall near Homebase on the 
Horsted Retail Park, Maidstone Road.” 

 Heart and ‘sole’ into helping pal: (Feb 10 pg 7) 
“Children at Horsted School, Barberry Avenue 
took a step in the right direction to raise money 
for charity and show their support for their 
schoolmate Harry who is undergoing treatment 
for leukaemia.” 

For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you:  

‘Do not fear; I will help you’.” Isaiah 41:13 

“Lord, thank You for Your helping hand in my life.  May I know afresh today that  

You are with me in every situation and every circumstance.  Amen.” 

Vals Bit 
Fundraising.  We are still working to repay the very generous loan which enabled us to carry 

out the renovations to our church building.  Various fundraising events are planned and we ask 

for your support at these events.  The next one is a Quiz evening on Saturday 18th March.  It 

promises to be a fun evening so don’t miss out, book your place with Rosemary Moss now. 

 

Coffee Mornings.  We continue to hold our monthly Coffee Mornings and proceeds still go to 

our Building Fund.  Our March Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 25th.  This is the day 

before Mothering Sunday, so do come along, enjoy a coffee and chat and buy your Mothering 

Sunday cakes. 

 

Christian Aid.  The first Christian Aid Week was held in 1957 when the campaign focused on the 

need to help refugees and £26,000 was raised.  60 years on the plight of refugees still constantly 

makes headline news and we have the opportunity to alleviate some of the hardships endured 

by those in our refugee camps.  Christian Aid Week 2017 is 14th-20th May and the hope is to 

exceed the £10 million raised in 2016. 

 

Traidcraft.  Although I am no longer running the Traidcraft stall at church, if anyone would like 

items I can still order from the catalogue, but the minimum order is £40 to qualify for free 

delivery.  Perhaps a few people could combine to make up the order. 

Thank You 
 

Ian would like to thank everyone for all the prayers, cards and 

messages of sympathy he has received after the recent death 

of his father, Colin. 
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