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 Editor’s News 

Please keep all the articles rolling in!  

Remember articles do not have to be three 

pages long as every little article helps make 

The Way more enjoyable for all to read.  

Don’t forget if you need the article typed just 

give it to Danny Gibson or leave it in an 

envelope at the church marked “The Way”.  

So put your thinking caps on and get writing! 
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Equalities & Diversity Statement 

St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre is 

committed to eliminating discrimination and 

creating an environment where all people, 

regardless of gender, cultural or ethnic origin, 

disability, sexual orientation, age, religion or 

belief, are treated with dignity and respect.  

We have procedures in place which enable 

complaints of discrimination to be dealt with 

promptly and fairly.  If any person has a 

complaint about discrimination they can 

approach the Minister, Revd Tony Graff or 

any of the Church Stewards.  Complaints will 

be dealt with in a sensitive manner and in the 

strictest confidence. 

Donations 
If you wish to make a donation towards 

the cost of producing this magazine 

please place it in the Building Project jar 

at back of church. 

Hall available in City Way 

For classes, parties, playgroups.  

Reasonable rates. 

Please contact Jean Wahanchuk on 

01634 406466. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I wonder how good you 
are at solving murder 
mysteries.  I heard 
recently about an 
experiment where groups 
of people were given a 
whodunit and asked to 

work it out.  They were provided with case notes, 
records of interviews and descriptions of suspects.  
These contained the clues that would lead to the 
answer.  Each group had to decide which one of 
three people had committed the crime.  The 
groups trying to solve the problem were made up 
of four people.  Some groups were made up of 
four friends, and some of three friends and one 
stranger.   
 

The groups made up entirely of friends enjoyed 
the process, had a happy time and were confident 
that they had done well.  Those that included one 
stranger did not enjoy the process, their time 
together was not happy and they doubted that 
they had done well.   
 

I wish I could tell you that the result of this 
experiment was that the groups of four friends did 
best.  It would suit me if this was a story about 
how good relationships and feeling comfortable 
together equals better achievement.  But the 
opposite turned out to be true.  Those groups that 
contained a stranger were considerably better at 
getting the right answer than those who were just 
made up of friends.   
 

It appears that we sometimes do better and 
achieve more in difficult circumstances than we do 
when things are easy.  The presence of a stranger 

in the groups trying to solve the mystery left 
people feeling awkward.  They found themselves 
having to work a bit harder.  In contrast the groups 
of friends may have been a little complacent and 
may have got a bit too comfortable.  It seems that 
having obstacles to overcome, having a bit of a 
mess to contend with can sometimes be helpful.  
We might not enjoy it, but the end result is greater 
creativity and more success in getting the job 
done.   
 

I wonder if any of that sounds familiar to us at St 
Luke’s.  We have faced challenging times recently 
as we have put together and are about to start 
work on plans for our building.  It is hard to put 
together proposals; get others to agree with what 
we are doing; raise the money through fund 
raising and completing grant applications; deal 
with architects and builders.  But while we have 
faced the challenge the spirit within the Church 
has been good.  When Sam Funnell came to take 
our Church Anniversary last year she commented 
on how we seemed to be in good heart and how it 
was a joy to be with us.  Maybe taking an uphill 
struggle sometimes does us good.  Perhaps it gives 
us a sense of purpose and causes us to pull 
together.   
 

May God continue to bless us,    Tony  
 

PS:  I got the story of the groups of people solving 
a murder mystery from Tim Harford.  Some of you 
may know him as the presenter of the radio 
programme “More or Less”.  He used the 
whodunit illustration in a fantastic talk with the 
title “How messy problems can inspire creativity” 
which you can find on the internet.  In his talk he 
has an even better story about an unplayable 
piano.  I’m saving that one to share with you later.  

Message from Tony 

Thank You from Moira and Alan Robinson 
Alan and I were having our coffee after the morning service on January 10th when Ian Smith put a 

number of envelopes on the table which, when we opened at home, found were Christmas Cards 

addressed to us from some good friends at St Luke’s.  As we couldn’t send cards to them so long after 

Christmas we wondered how we could send them our appreciation.  So we asked Ian at Sunday service, 

and he suggested we write a letter to the Magazine which is what we have done, and this is a very 

sincere “Thank You” message to  all you kind, dear friends for the cards, your good wishes, the warm 

friendship and the welcome and concern you’ve shown us ever since we came to St Luke’s.  (You will I 

gather, I hope, we are so happy we found you). 
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The Wednesday Fellowship continues to meet once 
a fortnight and we have experienced some 
enjoyable meetings during the last few months.  
The first of these since the last magazine was our 
Carol Service, which we held on December 2nd.  We 
listened to the wonderful Christmas story once 
more and sang along to some of our favourite 
carols.  We then tucked in to some tasty sausage 
rolls and mince pies with our cups of tea.   
On December 16th we came together for our last 
meeting before Christmas to share some of our 
memories of this special time of the year and listen 
to readings and music of the season.  A happy time 
was had by all. 
 

  We returned in the New Year on January 6th for 
our Welcome Back Party beginning as usual with 
our devotional time and then moving on to a ‘bit of 
fun time’ with a quiz and a CD of Wartime Songs to 
sing along to.  Everyone enjoyed chatting together 
as they tried to remember the answers, which they 
managed very well! As this was going on platefuls 
of scrumptious food appeared and everyone 
tucked in - thank you, Pauline! 
 

  On January 20th, Rev Tony Graff joined us to finish 
his telling of the story of Ruth.  He picked up the 
narrative when Boaz wants to marry Ruth but 
knows that there is another family member who 
has more right so he has to approach him.  They 
meet at the town’s gate with ten men as witnesses 
and Boaz tells the relative that Naomi is selling a 
field but if he wants it he will have to take Ruth as 
is his wife.  The man decides that this is not for him 
which leaves Boaz free to marry Ruth.  He does and 
they go on to have a son whom the women of 
Bethlehem name Obed.  He will be a descendant of 
King David and of Jesus.  A happy ending to a 
beautiful story tucked away in the Old Testament. 
 

  February 3rd brought Roger Smithies for a return 
visit although we see him regularly when he brings 
Angela and joins us for a cup of tea.  If you 
remember, the last time he came he shared some 
of his earliest memories of working at sea.  He 
continued with this theme and told us some 

interesting things about life on board.  The crew 
were allowed a certain amount of duty free spirits, 
cigarettes and beer,which had to be used while on 
board.  Once, they were on their way back from 
Rotterdam with a cargo of rice but there was a two 
week wait to get into London so the skipper 
decided they should go to Rochester and wait 
there.  Roger experienced a brush with Customs & 
Excise when he went ashore because he was 
carrying 4 packets of tobacco for his dad! 
Smuggling was still going on at that time so they 
were always on the look out.  Fortunately, they 
decided to let him off and he didn’t see the inside 
of a cell!! He also recounted the story of his first go 
at sculling when he was supposed to pick up two 
people ashore.  The tide was very strong and Roger 
ended up floating past the people until he was 
rescued by a lighter, which took him back to pick 
them up! Another time his boat was carrying 
malted barley to Snape in Suffolk where they 
needed the help of a pilot who was a character 
called Jumbo.  A very interesting and amusing 
afternoon and we look forward to the next 
instalment in Roger’s eventful life at sea.  
 

  On February 17th we were pleased to welcome 
back an old friend in Margaret Howlett.  In her 
usual cheery way she spoke about joy, which is 
what Easter is all about.  She shared her thoughts 
about seeds and what an amazing miracle they are 
as they produce new life from something so dead 
looking.  We are like the seeds when we give our 
lives to Him and we need to be cared for and 
nurtured in a fellowship so that we grow spiritually.  
It takes time to grow and is not all smooth going so 
we need to feed on His word every day and share 
fellowship with each other, share our highs and 
lows. 
 

  During this past couple of months we have 
welcomed back Iris Donoghue from a visit to her 
daughter in America; celebrated the birthdays of 
Cynthia, Betty, Joyce, Margaret and Hilary and 
continued to miss our dear friends Pauline & John 
who we lift in prayer at each 
meeting.  We would love to 
see more people joining us so 
if you feel that you would like 
to come along, our meetings 
are fortnightly on Wednesday 
afternoons at 2.30pm and the 
next two before Easter are on 
March 2nd Therapy Dogs and 
March 16th Easter Thoughts.            Fran Shepherd 

Wednesday Fellowship 
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 Report of the  
Church Property and Finance 

committee to  
St Luke's Church Council on 

Thursday 18th February 2016 
 
Where does one start?  In December we met with 
the Architect and advised him that we were still 
waiting for consent from the Methodist Church to 
carry out our building scheme.  It was agreed that 
we still went out to Tender for the contract but we 
could at that stage NOT commit the church to any 
contractor. 
 
The consent came through in early January 2016 
before the closing date for the tenders which were 
being sent to the architect direct. 
 
When the tenders were received and opened a 
meeting was held between the property 
committee and the architect.  We looked in great 
depth at all the tenders and were guided through 
this process by James Wood the architect.  Several 
of those who were invited to tender did not do so.  
Of those who did tender three of them had 
requested site visits before placing their tender.   
 
One of the tenderers did not give a detailed 
enough tender and were very wishy washy on 
other aspects.  Of the two tenders we looked at 
the committee felt that the figure they had 
submitted were much higher that we were 
expecting.  We asked the architect to ask these 
two tenderers to see if there was any way they 
could cut cost and resubmit.   
 
James was also given the names of two other 
building companies to approach. 

 
 
New tenders were sorted and following a meeting 
on Saturday 13th February it was agreed, after a 
great deal of discussion, subject to Church Council 
approval we give the job to Astral builders, 
architects fees a cost of £139,663,50 Plus VAT, 
plus the architect’s fees making the who project 
about £190,000 incl VAT.  We currently have 
about £120,000 raised and promised and we now 
have to go out to ask for grants, this would be 
done by Ian Smith and Val Gibson.  We have at 
least 11 places to contact for a grant.   
 
There were to be a number of Pre Contract 
meetings and ongoing meetings during the 
building process and these would be attended by 
Ian and Danny.  If either one could not attend 
another member of the property meeting would 
stand in.   
 
Again I would like to place on record the thanks of 
the Property and Finance committee for the help, 
support and encouragement of Mr Brian Davis and 
Mr Roger Barton from the circuit.   
 
I would like to propose on behalf of the Property 
and finance committee the following: 
 

1. That the actions of the property and 
finance meeting regarding the contact for 
the work to be given to Astral builders 

2. That any meetings held between the 
architect, and builder be attended by Ian 
Smith and Danny Gibson or a substitute if 
one of these two are not available 

3. That the Church Council agree to grants 
being sort on behalf of the Church by Ian 
& Val 

St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre 

COFFEE MORNING 
In Church every last Saturday in month 

In 2016  

26th March, 30th April and 28th May 

at 10am 

ALL WELCOME 

Come in for a cup of Fair-trade tea or coffee, 

cake and a chat. 
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Offertory Envelopes and 

The offertory envelope system is one simple way of financially supporting St Luke's by 

encouraging regular weekly giving .  The system is simple, a set of fifty-two weekly dated and 

numbered envelopes are issued.  The number identifies the person to whom the envelope has 

been issued and the dates are for each Sunday, so that if you are unable to attend St Luke's for 

any reason the offering can be put in the envelope each week and given at the next visit to 

church.  The advantage of church members using this system helps the Treasurer when preparing 

the budgets and Angie Rastall who administers the Gift Aid Scheme.  As the Envelope Secretary 

my role is to administer, order and supply the envelopes and I am not present when the 

envelopes are opened or aware of the contents.  In 1982, 71 members of St Luke's were using the 

envelope system, today it is down to 18 members.  If you would like more information or wish to 

be provided with a set please do not  hesitate to speak to a Steward or contact me direct on 

01634 201429 

Gift Aid it!  If you are a UK taxpayer, your donation will be worth up to a quarter more at no 

extra cost to you, Gift Aid means that for every-£1 you-give,-St Luke’s can claim up to 25p from-

the Government.  This means a donation of £10 can be worth up to £12.50 and it doesn't cost 

you a penny more!  If you would like more information regarding Gift Aid please do not hesitate 

to speak to Angie Rastall.                                                                                           Grant Crayden 

As we have some new members in our congregation I thought I would take the opportunity to 

tell you about the Prayer Chain at St Luke’s.  The Prayer Chain has been going for some years now 

and is basically the place to go if you have a prayer need, 

which you would like to share with others who are 

prepared to pray for you.  It might be for yourself or for 

someone you know and you can share as little or as much 

as you want – it is usually better to just have a few basic 

details so that it is easier to pass on.  There is a list of people involved on the notice board at the 

back of the church and it is best to contact either Fran Shepherd on 811129 or Pearl on 867204 

who will then pass the request on.  If you would like to be part of the Prayer Chain please see 

Fran Shepherd.   

Money 
With money you can buy a house, but not a home.   

With money you can buy a clock, but not time.   

With money you can buy a bed, but not sleep. 

With money you can buy a book, but not knowledge.   

With money you can buy a doctor, but not good health  

With money you can buy a position, but not respect.   

With money you can buy blood, but not life. 

With money you can buy sex, but not love. 

Help us to handle not only the money we have with caution, care and respect 

to live for things that money can not buy. 
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Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my shape to keep, 

Please no wrinkles, please no bags 

Please lift my butt before it sags 

Please no age spots, please no grey 

As for my belly please take it away 

Please keep me healthy, please keep me young 

And thank you, Dear Lord, for all you`ve done. 

A Prayer 

01634 614809 
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I had a job selling hearing aids door to 

door.  It wasn’t easy, because your best 

prospects never answered. 
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Leighanne Fleming and Kieran McLarney 

would like you all to welcome the new 

arrival to their family Ruby-Rose 

McLarney born 18/01/2016 at 1:52pm 

weight 8lb 6oz.  Thank you all for your 

love and support.  xxxx 

God of wisdom God of love 
Teach us to understand our children 

And may they understand us, 
That we may learn from each other. 
Make us sensitive, make us patient, 

Make us attentive. 
As we grow together in love 

Let us grow in awareness of You, 
That we may know your blessing 
Upon us and upon our children. 

THE THINGS CHILDREN SAY.... AND DO 
Working in a primary school where children are not so 

self-conscious as in later years has thrown up quite a 

few funny incidents.  I mentioned a couple some time 

back and a few others spring to mind now which I will 

relate to you. 

  I was working in a Year 3 class (7 and 8 year olds) and 

one young lad just could not sit still.  He would shout 

out answers when told not to, let his mind wander 

and gaze into space and, when supposedly sitting 

quietly 'on the carpet' to listen to the teacher, would 

fidget and move around.  After an incident related 

below he didn't do it quite so much as before.  This 

was because he always sat, usually knelt if the truth 

be known, on the floor with his hands in his pockets 

(despite often being told to take them out).  One 

afternoon he was doing his usual swaying and 

fidgeting when he overbalanced, couldn't put his 

hands out in time to save himself and received a large 

carpet burn on his forehead when it reached the floor.  

Lesson learnt! 

  There was a child in Year 4 who was always whinging 

and 'telling' on the other children.  Despite the fact 

that she usually instigated the problem in the first 

place it was always the other child's fault.  If we didn't 

take her word for it she would burst into tears and 

continually moan.  I solved this problem quite brutally 

actually.  I got a large plastic mirror and showed her 

what her face looked like when she was crying.  I defy 

any child not to laugh when they see the faces they 

pull when blubbing.  I only had to do this a few times 

and things became calmer (she still moaned, but 

stopped her crying). 

  This was related to me by the teacher concerned as I 

was not in the class.  The lesson was proceeding 

quietly enough when a usually very meek and mild 

child suddenly shouted out 'Jesus is coming down'!  

The teacher and TA with him were quite alarmed by 

this and looked wildly around for their visitor.  It was 

only when the boy pointed to a picture high up on the 

wall drawn by another pupil that they were able to 

relax.  The blu-tac had come unstuck on the top part 

of the picture of Jesus! 

  When children come up from the infants into Balfour 

Junior's Year 3 we give them a little lee-way at first to 

see who tries to 'swing the lead'.  One way children do 

this is to continually ask to go to the loo.  Once we 

realise they are bluffing we curtail the amount of 

times they go, pointing out they have break and lunch 

time to attend to the needs of nature.  One young 

lady was in this category and I had been instructed by 

the teacher to say no.  So I did, until one afternoon 

after a refusal on my part she said 'If you don't let me 

go I shall wet myself on purpose'.  Stupidly I decided 

to call her bluff......I will leave it to your to imagine as 

to what happened next! 

 

  I like working with children.  They're weird!     Tim. 

Parents’ Prayer 
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 Summary of Church Council Held on 
18th February 2016 
Regarding the Building Project there were 
three proposals brought to the meeting 
from the Property & Finance Committee as 
follows: 
1. That the contract for the work should 

be given to Astral Builders. 
2. That any meetings held between the 

architect and builder be attended by 
Ian Smith and Danny Gibson or a 
substitute if one of these are not 
available. 

3. That the Church Council agree to 
grants being sought on behalf of the 
church by Ian & Val. 

 These proposals were all agreed by 
the meeting.  The cost of the project 
will now be about £190,000 including 
VAT.  We currently have about 
£120,000 raised and promised and we 
now have to go out for grants.  We 
have at least 11 places to contact for a 
grant. 

 Thanks were recorded to Brian Davies 
and Roger Barton for their help and 
advice during this time of planning 
and letters will be sent. 

 
There was a big clear out of the storeroom a 
few weeks ago.  We have lost Tai Kwando as 
a letting and now they have taken all their 
equipment it has freed up space. 
Finance - the accounts for the year ending 
August 2015 have been audited and they 
were agreed by the meeting. 
 
Appointments: 
 Dorothy and Ian have been reviewed 

as Worship Leaders by The Local 
Preachers Meeting and the Church 
Council approved their continuation in 
this post. 

 John and Fran’s appointment as the 
representatives who take out 
Extended Communion to those who 

are unable to attend church was 
ratified by the meeting. 

 We are still seeking someone to take 
on the post of Christian Aid secretary. 

Fund Raising: 
 The recent Quiz evening raised £195 

in total. 
 The planned Panto has been cancelled 

because of lack of support. 
 A concert given by Brian Davies and 

friends will now take place in the 
Autumn. 

 There is a Beetle Drive & Silent 
Auction on February 27th. 

 Junior Church is continuing when the 
children are there and for three 
Sundays out of four.  The leaders and 
helpers will be commissioned at a 
service on 17th April.   

 Pastoral - the next meeting of the 
committee is on April 14th.  The 
Commissioning Service on February 
14th was an encouragement and 
reminder for us and the whole church 
of this unique characteristic of 
Methodism. 

 Circuit News - sadly, Rev Noreen Daley
-Lee is unwell again and unable to 
work at present.  We are waiting to 
see what the future holds and lift her 
in prayer. 

Dates for your diaries: 
 Maundy Thursday 24.03.16 - Fish & 

Chips at 5.30pm followed by a service 
at 6.30 led by Tony Graff. 

 Good Friday 25.03.16 - service at 
10.30am led by Tony Graff. 

 Easter Sunday 27 03 16 - Breakfast at 
8.15.  Service of Holy Communion led 
by Bryan Tolhurst at 10.30am. 

 Church General Meeting 17.04.16 
after the morning service. 

 Church Anniversary weekend - 
Saturday 18th June a Circuit Event of 
games; Sunday service led by Bryan 
Tolhurst followed by lunch. 
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 Update on St Luke’s Building Project 
We are currently carrying out pre-contract meetings with the nominated builders, Astral Ltd, but 
the exciting news is that the building project, subject to the contract being signed, will start on 
Monday 11th April 2016.  The last service in the church will be on Sunday 3rd April led by Brian 
Davies.  What a fitting person to lead the last service before the project commences as Brian and 
Roger Barton have been assisting and guiding the Property Committee throughout this difficult 
phase.  A big thank you to both of them. 
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 News From Joseph in Malawi 
December 4th 2015: 
Malawi is supposed to be raining this time 
around but it is still dry.  It is getting 
wearisome especially with the poor yield 
last season then we can foresee serious 
hunger from February next year.  Already 
the price for maize is rising by the day.   
  May He be our Lord and that only His will 
be fulfilled always in us.  We are all well and 
the small boy is growing tall.  Wishing you 
all the best and God’s blessing. 
 
December 7th: 
Dad is better although it is now confirmed 
that he has prostate cancer, which is very 
common in old men.  In Malawi there are 
some herbs, which are believed to give 
some relief and he is already on them.  
Surely, I need guidance as sometimes I get 
confused when I think about life and what I 
am going through.  I try to figure why and 
when shall I make a breakthrough.  God 
knows why I am here and why I am 
experiencing all this.  I am stuck but still 
hopeful.  He is in control.   
  May the good Lord keep blessing you 
always. 
 
December 14th: 
Christmas is approaching.  May you have 
successful preparations for this festival 
period.  I wish you a healthy life.  God will 
see us through in this world of so many 
questions but with little answers.  
Malawians are busy dividing themselves 
because of selfish leadership.  I foresee 
another Zimbabwe as the land issue has 
surfaced with Malawian stakeholders 
making unreasonable claims.  End times.  
May you be blessed always. 
  Regards to all brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
December 18th; 

It’s busy this time around in the Christian 
community as people are preparing for 
Christmas.  We are having daily sessions 
from Sunday when we shall reflect on the 
birth of Christ -who He is, why He came and 

what He expects of us i.e.  To have 
fellowship with God. 
  There is very good improvement in Dad’s 
health.  The world gave us no hope saying 
he is too old for good health but God has 
proved otherwise.  Truly nothing is 
impossible with God.  Thanks for your 
prayers.  Thank you for the gift, which will 
go a long way considering the economic 
hardships in the country.  May God richly 
bless you all.   
  Let me once again wish you all well and 
may His presence be in all your undertaking. 
  Thank you for the gift, which I have cashed.  
I am actually thinking of what to buy Dad for 
Christmas.  I would like him to see you in 
the gift to appreciate the spiritual 
brotherhood in Christ despite the distance.  
Thank you very much and may God richly 
bless you. 
 
January 13th 2016: 
What a start to the New Year.  Malawi is 
being punished for legalizing homosexuality.  
We have no rains hence looming hunger.  
Deaths have already been registered.  Some 
parts of the country on the other hand have 
had a heavy, disastrous downpour.  So 
many houses felled, killing people in the 
process.   
I have doubts about returning to 
Mozambique.  Fighting is worsening and my 
brother has come back sensing disaster.   
 
February 4th: 
There had been an outcry by all Malawians 
because of the looming hunger.  For a long 
time there had not been a drop of rain even 
though it is the rainy season.  The rain has 
now come and we are very thankful, even 
more so for the prayers.  God is faithful. 
 
February 9th: 
Dad is well, at least he is eating although 
more worryingly he is refusing to take 
medicine or drink water.  I am considering 
taking him to my house because he cannot 
bath or dress himself.  I believe now I am 
the right person to take care of him and not 
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 my sisters.  There seems to be a dim light 
for a job in the government.  I am just 
praying that it materialises.  I am also 
expecting to hear from the School of Health 
Sciences. 
  Am wishing you all good health and God’s 
blessing. 
We are fine. 
 
Unexpectedly the rains just stopped before 

the maturity of Malawi's staple crop maize.  
I have sent you some pictures of the 
withering crop.  Very disastrous pictures.   
  Very proud of Mzati who suddenly is doing 
very well in mathematics.  At  least he 
compensate the looming hunger threat.  
Not afraid anyway because God fed Elija in a 

drought stricken land, he also fed Israelites 
in the desert.  Dad's health condition is 
good but looking after him in my house still 
remains my prime desire.   
My regards to all St Lukes congregants.   
We are all well.       Joseph 

Happy Birthday to  

Molly Loft who will be 93 

on 9th April 
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