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 Editor’s News 

Please keep all the articles rolling in!  

Remember articles do not have to be three 

pages long as every little article helps make 

The Way more enjoyable for all to read.  

Don’t forget if you need the article typed just 

give it to Danny Gibson or leave it in an 

envelope at the church marked “The Way”.  

So put your thinking caps on and get writing! 
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Equalities & Diversity Statement 

St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre is 

committed to eliminating discrimination and 

creating an environment where all people, 

regardless of gender, cultural or ethnic origin, 

disability, sexual orientation, age, religion or 

belief, are treated with dignity and respect.  

We have procedures in place which enable 

complaints of discrimination to be dealt with 

promptly and fairly.  If any person has a 

complaint about discrimination they can 

approach the Minister, Revd Tony Graff or 

any of the Church Stewards.  Complaints will 

be dealt with in a sensitive manner and in the 

strictest confidence. 

Donations 
If you wish to make a donation towards 

the cost of producing this magazine 

please place it in the Building Project jar 

at back of church. 

Hall available in City Way 

For classes, parties, playgroups.  

Reasonable rates. 

Please contact Jean Wahanchuk on 

01634 406466. 
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Dear Friends,  
 
There’s a solemn moment in 
some Church services.  The 
sacred scriptures are read, 

there is a pause, and then the reader says, 
“This is the word of the Lord”, and the 
congregation replies “Thanks be to God.”  But 
are you sometimes tempted to say “Really?  ...  
Is that passage that I’ve just heard really the 
Lord’s word to us?”   
 
What about the book of Joshua?  There the 
Israelites enter a land in which other people 
are living.  They go from city to city bringing 
destruction; all the people, men and women, 
young and old as well as all the animals are 
massacred.  Today we call it ethnic cleansing 
and rightly abhor it.  Or how about the Bible 
study I went to recently, where we heard of 
how women were to remain silent, they were 
not to have authority over men but were to be 
submissive.  Surely this is not the word of the 
Lord to us today.   
 
In some Churches they have a different 
practice.  The reader will begin by saying 
“Hear the word of the Lord.”  Or “Listen for 
the word of God.”  That gives a slightly 
different impression.  For that suggests that 
we bring something to an encounter.  We 
bring our listening.  Our listening and the Bible 
meet and the word of God arises.   
 
This is the Methodist way.  One of the 
distinctive features of Methodism has the 
slightly odd name of “The Methodist 
Quadrilateral”.  According to this we explore 
our faith through four paths, Scripture, 
Tradition, Reason and Experience.  So, to our 
reading of the Bible we bring the wisdom and 
creativity of the Church through the ages; we 
bring our own critical thinking our questions 
and the points of view that we learn from 
others; we bring the maturity we’ve 
developed through life’s experiences and the 

understanding we’ve gained through listening 
to the experiences of others.  In the encounter 
between these four paths we may hope to 
find meaning that will nourish us along the 
way.   
 
My own reading of the Bible leads me to see a 
pattern that keeps repeating, a theme that 
runs as an undercurrent from Genesis to 
Revelation.  It’s about not just hearing the 
word of the Lord but about meeting the 
presence of God who is always with us.  God 
says to Jacob “Know that I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go”; to Moses “I 
will be with you”; to Jeremiah “Do not be 
afraid ...  I am with you to deliver you”; in 
Isaiah “When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you”.  And at the very end when 
God makes all things new, his new creation is 
described like this, “See, the home of God is 
among mortals.  He will dwell with them; they 
will be his peoples, and God himself will be 
with them.”   
 
And most of all this presence of God is met in 
Jesus.  Matthew’s gospel highlights this.  In the 
final words of that gospel Jesus says to his 
friends, “Remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”  This picks up the promise 
that was made in chapter one, the birth of 
Jesus is announced to Joseph and we are told 
this fulfils the words of Isaiah, “Look, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call him Emmanuel, which means God is 
with us.”   
 
We who are about the business of turning to 
God, encounter God in the written word to 
which we bring our listening, and in the word 
made flesh that dwelt among us.   
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
May God bless you, 
Tony  

Message from Tony 
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 News From Joseph in 
Malawi 
We have not heard so much 
from Joseph until recently but 
as you will see, things are still 
very uncertain for him because of the unrest, 
which seems to affect many countries in 
Africa. 
 

September 15th: 
Our God is alive and if you read the whole 
bible, he has never failed anywhere.  I am well 
and everybody too.  Still waiting for my 
January appointment although there are 
threats of civil war.  Keep praying for us.  
Wishing you all good health and continued 
God’s blessing.  
 

October 15th: 
It is no more rumour.  War is reality now in 
Mozambique.  People are really fighting and 
every day people are being killed.  I am 
actually considering moving back to Malawi 
because life here is very fragile although 
Malawi is not much better.  I strongly believe 
there is some message God is passing to me 
this time around through these occurrences.  
There is nowhere I can run to for a better life 
other than to Him alone. 
Dad is fine but getting weaker and weaker by 
the day.  I am happy he is at least able to eat 
and can have a short walk. 
May God keep showing us signs of the end 
times and that we cling to Him.  
Wishing you all a happy living.  
 

November 3rd: 
I am now in Malawi and currently just at home 
trying to figure out what to do next.  I am sure 

something will crop up soon.  This is a kind of 
situation where the power of God is 
manifested.  I am happy He is using me.  I 
believe He is taking me through because He is 
able.  My Dad is well though growing weaker 
by the day.  At least he is eating though he is 
too selective! 
 

Dalitso finished his course last 
month and surprisingly wants to go 
for a degree now.  He says he wants 
to end up as a doctor.  Dr Mkhuna! 
 

May the good Lord bless you.   
 

November 15th:  
Dad was admitted to 
hospital last week.  He is slowly 
improving.  He has a chest 
infection.  He could not speak nor 
sit upright but now he can at least 
speak.  He is so weak that I have to 
bath him, change his clothes and 

feed him.   
I am jobless at the moment but have plans to 
start a small business, God willing, after my 
dad is discharged.  
May the good Lord be with you always. 
Joseph 
 

November 23rd 
I just wanted to thank you for your prayers 
towards recovery of my dad. He has today 
been discharged. I have witnessed many dying 
but dad has come out alive.  To God be the 
glory and honor. 
 
We are going to send Joseph a gift before 
Christmas so if you would like to contribute to this 

please see John or Fran. 

St Luke’s Methodist Church Centre 

COFFEE MORNING 
In Church every last Saturday in month 

In 2016  

30th January, 27th February and 26th March 

at 10am 

ALL WELCOME 

Come in for a cup of Fair-trade tea or coffee, 

cake and a chat. 
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We returned from our Summer Break on 
September 9th when Pauline led us in a cheery 
meeting of music and readings.  It was good to 
be back together once more. 
 

  At our next meeting on 23rd September, there 
was great excitement when Pearl’s daughter, 
Deborah, and another lady called Louise 
arrived with a beautiful golden retriever 
named Glen.  Louise is the area manager for 
Mobility Services Support, which is part of the 
work of the Guide Dogs For the Blind charity.  
She is also a puppy walker, as is Deborah, and 
she spoke to us about the work which is 
involved in training a dog like Glen to become a 
guide dog.  It takes a great deal of time, 
patience and dedication to bring them to that 
point and the cost for each one is £50,000 for 
which the charity does not receive government 
help but relies on donations.  The nearest 
training place is Maidstone where they can 
now carry out the whole programme, which 
takes about six months.  When the dogs retire, 
which is usually after about 8-10 years they 
may stay with the blind person or go to a 
friend or family member.  A home is always 
found for them.  It was a very interesting talk 
and we learned a lot about this worthwhile 
work.  Glen was so well behaved that we 
almost forgot that he was there! 
 

 On October 7th we were pleased to welcome 
Roger Smithies, husband of one of our regular 
members, Angela.  Roger is no stranger to us 
as he always comes to pick up Angela each 
week and share a cup of tea with us.  This time 
he was joining us for the whole session in 
order to share some of his life story.  It proved 
to be a very interesting talk as we learned 
about Roger’s early working life on the sea.  He 
spent 16 years in the Merchant Navy on small, 
dry cargo ships carrying goods around the 
coast and across to the near continent.  He told 
us about his eventful first night away when he 

went ashore and lost his way back to the boat! 
He eventually received help from a very 
understanding policeman.  We look forward to 
his return to us so that we can hear the next 
instalment! 
 

 On October 21st, Tony Graff joined us for his 
regular slot, which we all look forward to.  He 
chose part of the Book of Ruth when Ruth and 
her mother-in-law, Naomi have returned to 
Bethlehem with nothing having both lost their 
husbands.  Naomi needs to find Ruth a 
husband for security in that very male 
dominated society.  God guides and directs her 
to Boaz, a relative who is not married.  We saw 
how she puts a plan in place and everything 
works out for the good.  Boaz is a redeeming 
kinsman, which is a picture of Jesus and 
through Him we can shelter under God’s wing.   
 

 The 4th November soon arrived and our own 
Tony Wheeler gave us an interesting talk on 
the theme of ‘Why?’ He brought many 
examples of people in the Bible who asked 
‘Why?’ and of everyday objects where we 
might ask the question ‘Why?’ For instance, 
why do we sieve flour? Originally, it was to get 
rid of the weevils.  Why do barristers wear 
black gowns? Originally to show that they were 
in mourning for Queen Ann.  Why do Cornish 
pasties have a crimped edge? Because the tin 
mines contained arsenic and the miners 
couldn’t wash their hands so they held the 
crimped edge of the pasty while they ate and 
then threw that bit away.  Interesting stuff!  
 

Our final session in November was on the 18th 
when we had our AGM.  This is a time to 
reflect over the past year and to give thanks 
for the fellowship we have enjoyed and the 
many speakers who have enriched our lives 
with their interesting talks.  Sadly, we had 
received a letter from Pauline in which she 
offered her resignation as Chairman of the 
Fellowship after 15 years of service and 
devotion.  As we all know by now, John has 
had to have major surgery and is going to need 
a lot of care and support in the coming months 
so Pauline felt that this was the best way 
forward.  We are truly grateful for all that she 
has done and we look forward to seeing her 

Wednesday Fellowship 
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when she is able.  Both she and John can be 
assured of our prayerful support.  As far as a 
replacement, Pauline proposed that Fran 
Shepherd take on the post of Chairman, which 
she is pleased to do and the meeting voted 
unanimously for this.  Hilary Wheeler will be 
Vice-Chairman and Secretary, which was also 
agreed unanimously and Pauline is happy to 
continue looking after the finances.  Thanks 
were given to all involved in helping, 
particularly David & John in the kitchen (!) and 

Margaret, David & John who give people lifts.  
We look forward to the 
coming year and in particular 
our Carol Service on 
December 2nd and Christmas 
Thoughts on December 16th.  
If you are free on a 
Wednesday afternoon from 
2.30 onwards do come and 
join us, we would love to see 
you.                                                    Fran Shepherd 

Below is article in a local newspaper on Dr Stan Macaden who for the 18 months spent in 

this country was part of the Fellowship at St Luke’s.  The words in the article epitomise Stan 

and his work.  Further on in the magazine are  photographs of Stan and the congregation 

when we said cheerio to him plus an update from India with some photographs. 
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Offertory Envelopes and 

The offertory envelope system is one simple way of financially supporting St Luke's by 

encouraging regular weekly giving .  The system is simple, a set of fifty-two weekly dated and 

numbered envelopes are issued.  The number identifies the person to whom the envelope has 

been issued and the dates are for each Sunday, so that if you are unable to attend St Luke's for 

any reason the offering can be put in the envelope each week and given at the next visit to 

church.  The advantage of church members using this system helps the Treasurer when preparing 

the budgets and Angie Rastall who administers the Gift Aid Scheme.  As the Envelope Secretary 

my role is to administer, order and supply the envelopes and I am not present when the 

envelopes are opened or aware of the contents.  In 1982, 71 members of St Luke's were using the 

envelope system, today it is down to 18 members.  If you would like more information or wish to 

be provided with a set please do not  hesitate to speak to a Steward or contact me direct on 

01634 201429 

Gift Aid it!  If you are a UK taxpayer, your donation will be worth up to a quarter more at no 

extra cost to you, Gift Aid means that for every-£1 you-give,-St Luke’s can claim up to 25p from-

the Government.  This means a donation of £10 can be worth up to £12.50 and it doesn't cost 

you a penny more!  If you would like more information regarding Gift Aid please do not hesitate 

to speak to Angie Rastall.                                                                                           Grant Crayden 

As we have some new members in our 

congregation I thought I would take the 

opportunity to tell you about the Prayer 

Chain at St Luke’s.  The Prayer Chain has 

been going for some years now and is 

basically the place to go if you have a 

prayer need, which you would like to 

share with others who are prepared to pray for you.  It might be for yourself or for someone you 

know and you can share as little or as much as you want – it is usually better to just have a few 

basic details so that it is easier to pass on.  There is a list of people involved on the notice board 

at the back of the church and it is best to contact either Fran Shepherd on 811129 or Pearl on 

867204 who will then pass the request on.  If you would like to be part of the Prayer Chain please 

see Fran Shepherd.   

The arrival 
A man arrived at the pearly gates, waiting to be ad-
mitted.  St. Peter looked at him, looked at the Book, 
and said hesitantly that he could not find his name.  
"How current is your copy?" the man asked.  "I get a 
download every ten minutes" St. Peter replied.  
"Why do you ask?  'I'm embarrassed to admit it, but 
I was always the stubborn type.  It was not until my 
death was imminent that I cried out to God, so my 
name probably hasn't arrived to your copy yet.  "l'm 
glad to hear that," St. Peter said.  "While we're 
waiting for the update to come through, can you 

tell me about a really good deed that you did in 
your life?" 
  The man thought for a moment and said; "Well, 
there was this time when I was driving down a road 
and I saw a group of biker gang members harassing 
this poor girl by the roadside . Infuriated, I got out 
my car, grabbed a tyre iron out of my boot, and 
walked up to the leader of the gang.  I smashed him 
over the head with the tyre iron, and then yelled to 
the rest of them,  "You're a bunch of SICK, deranged 
animals!  Go home before I really teach you a lesson 
in PAIN!"  Duly impressed, St. Peter asked when this 
had happened.  "About three minutes ago." 
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THIS  YEAR  (2014 – 2015)  WE  RAISED  

£142.86 
FOR  ACTION  FOR  CHILDREN 

MANY THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN 
I wonder how many of you know exactly what 
Action for Children does these days.  Below this 
you will find three real-life examples of the type of 
work they are doing.  If this inspires you to take 
home an Action For Children collecting box (as I 
said last year – you don’t need to put in a lot – every little helps) please contact me – 
Rosemary Moss – either in church or on 01634 813643. 
 

MAISIE 
Maisie is a good-natured school student.  Over the Summer Holidays a car crash had 
devastated Maisie’s family.  Her mum was left disabled and suffering with severe 
depression.  Her stepdad couldn’t cope and walked out, leaving Maisie to care for her mum 
and her two brothers.  Maisie had spent her summer doing the food shopping, cleaning the 
house and cooking meals.  She was also caring for her Mum – washing and dressing her and 
even changing her colostomy bag.  Maisie was really feeling the strain of her new 
responsibilities. 
 Action for Children has organised a professional carer to visit Maisie’s mum twice a 

day.  Now Maisie has peace of mind and can concentrate while she is at school – and 
she also has time to play with her friends. 

 

SIMON 
Simon is a teenage boy from London.  He’s been in care with a foster family for much of his 
life. 
 Action for Children  volunteers  visit and mentor a child or young  person in foster 

care on a regular basis.  Russell is a mentor for Simon and says “I’ve been lucky 
enough to share some important milestones in Simon’s life”  Every month he and 
Simon spend a bit of time together.  These visits give Simon a chance to get out and 
spend time with a male role model who he trusts. This kind of quality time is crucial 
because many young people are in foster care because they lack good role models in 
their lives.  Regular, informal visits (involving such things as ten-pin bowling, buying 
and kicking a football around, going out for a meal) help young people like Simon 
rebuild their confidence and gain some excitement about the future. 

 

JESS 
Jess came from a turbulent background and didn’t get along with her family.  She fell 
pregnant at 17 and when the baby was two years old his father took him away from Jess 
without warning. 
 Jess then visited her local Action for Children  service who helped to keep her in touch 

with her son, arrange visits and get help in securing full custody.  At the centre she 

takes several classes a week – learning to cook and budget, and finishing her GCSEs.  

She says  “The people here are like a family to me.  I can come in whenever I’m upset, 

have a coffee and a chat and get advice.”  She is going back to college this autumn to 

take a photography course and establish a career 
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Stanley receiving a 

farewell cake from the 

Congregation at his 

last Sunday Service at 

St Luke’s 

St Luke’s Farewell to Stanley Macaden 
Below is a photograph of Stan with the congregation at it’s annual Harvest 

Festival held on Sunday 4th October 2016. 
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Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my shape to keep, 

Please no wrinkles, please no bags 

Please lift my butt before it sags 

Please no age spots, please no grey 

As for my belly please take it away 

Please keep me healthy, please keep me young 

And thank you, Dear Lord, for all you`ve done. 

A Prayer 

01634 614809 
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 Diary of Events 
Date   Time  Event 
December 
Wed 2nd  2.30pm Wednesday Fellowship Carol Service 
Sun 6th  10.30am Gift Service Led by Geoff Harris 
Sun 20th  6pm  Carol Service 
Thu 24th  6.30pm Christmas Evening Communion Service led By Revd Tony Graff 
Fri 25th  10.45  Christmas Day Celebrations led by Revd Tony Graff 

Saints Alive 2015—Justice or Just-Us 
Every Halloween Evening the Cathedral 
supports a “Churches Together in Medway” 
service.  This year it fell on a Saturday so the 
cathedral was full.  Rev Peter Marchand, 
Chairman, Churches Together in Medway, 
greeted; and Rev Dr Hugh Osgood, President, 
Churches Together in England and Moderator, 
Free Churches gave the address.  The 600 
voices singing “Great is Thy Faithfulness” was 
inspirational.  The address was “Show Up, 
Wind up, Grow Up, Wise Up” – using Matt 5 - 
Light before Men and Proverbs 4, 18 Light 
shine.  The example of Daniel in the OT was to 
adapt to the local culture and language, use 

time to prepare, talk with conviction and 
authority and work to further Jesus in our 
Country.  Nice touches were facing a bell-rope 
in the centre aisle held with church leaders and 
saying the Lord’s Prayer as a bell was rung 
from the tower; doing a Flash Mob singing of a 
hymn (like they had done in the Pentagon and 
Hempstead Valley shopping Centre); and 
holding hands at the end as we sang “Let this 
Little Light of Mine”.  The Choruses may not 
suit some but they were tastefully done. 
  I was particularly pleased to hug Leah Messen 
who is in her third year at the Arts College.  
She had a small cross with a crown round it 
given by her father.  I do hope she carves out a 
successful career. 

A FINE DISTINCTION OVER ITS MEANING 
A few editions ago I told you about the 
confusion between 'lunch' and 'dinner' that 
existed in my family - how the word 'dinner' 
meant one thing to me and to my children it 
meant something different all-together. Well, I 
have recently discovered that they are not the 
only words where they and I have a different 
meaning. 
  Some years ago they bought me a Banana 
Tree for a present. When asked my opinion of 
it I said that it was fine. Much, much later I 
discovered that my children thought that I did 
not like it, despite the fact that I had been 
using it all the time since I got it and it hardly 
ever didn't have a banana hanging off it - (not 
the same banana of course!). This confusion 
came about because when asked my opinion I 
had said it was 'fine', which to my three meant 
I was not all that impressed with it. To them 
the word 'fine' meant it was on a par with, or 
even below, '0 K'. 
  On a sliding scale where 'Ghastly was 1 and 
'Wonderful' was 10 I meant that 'Fine' was 
about 7 or 8 - to them it was about 4 or 5. 

  Does this sort of verbal confusion happen in 
all families or is it something that happens 
between the generations? (Or, horror of 
horrors - is it just in my family? Have I failed 
my children and brought them up not 
understanding the English language?) 
  I would like to hear your views on this - not 
how I brought my children up, of course, but 
the whole thing about misunderstood words 
within families. 
  Now when asked my opinion of something I 
still say it's fine, but then I add 'My fine, off 
course'. I'm still waiting with bated breath for 
the next word or set of words where we are at 
odds with each other. Now I wonder what they 
mean by... 
Tim 
P.S This confusion with words reminds me of 
something my son Gareth used to say when he 
was about three. He kept talking about 'On the 
side' at the beginning of a conversation and 
seemed to use the phrase for the oddest 
reasons. It was some time later that we 
discovered that what he had been meaning by 
the sentence was 'By the way'! 
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 Summary of Church Council Meeting: 27.10.15 
 It was agreed that we would take part again in the Christmas Tree Festival at St Justus Church, 
which will run from 11th-13th December.  Proceeds go to the Wisdom Hospice. 
 Financially, we are still solvent although Sunday collections have been slightly down. 

 Building Project – an offer of a loan to underwrite any shortfall has been made for which we 
are very grateful.  The work has been put back to the beginning of 2016 because of a delay in 
putting the tender out by the architect.  The work will take about 3-3 ½ months to complete and 
no-one will be allowed in the church once the work has started.  It was decided that we would 
use the Faith Hall for our Sunday services during this time. 
 LeighAnne Fleming has resigned as Church Steward due to the coming birth of her baby.  
Thanks were expressed for her time as Steward. 
 Fund Raising – we have had three events ie a Beetle Drive, which raised £250, a St Luke’s con-
cert, which raised £125 and the Kingfisher concert, which raised £263.  There will be more events 
in the New Year including a Mini-Panto! The November Coffee Morning will be moved to Satur-
day 5th December to coincide with Breakfast with Father Christmas, which is run by Pre-School. 
 The Circuit is now working in three areas – Swale & Gillingham, Gravesham & Dartford and 
the Central Area, which includes St Luke’s.  Tony Graff has some responsibility for the Gravesham 
& Dartford area and is working in one of Velma’s churches, Spital Street, because she has been 
poorly, Rainham Church is now closed.  Will Grady is not seeking an extension to his ministry here 
and the Circuit will not be replacing him because of financial reasons.  Although there is no rear-
rangement of ministers for now there may have to be conversations in the future about sharing 
resources. 
 There has been a Methodist report into past cases of sexual abuse, which has shown a lack of 
accountability for ministers.  A pilot scheme has been put in place for supervision of ministers, 
which includes meetings and proper record keeping. 

 The Circuit now has a Positive Working Together Policy, which is about good relationships and 
advice when things break down.  There are copies available if anyone would like to see one. 
Future Events: 

6th December – Gift Service.  Gifts to go to the Salvation Army. 
20th December – Carol Service at 6pm. 
24th December – Holy Communion at 6.30pm 
25th December – Christmas Day Service at 10.45am 
27th December – No Service. 

 Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 18th February at 3.30pm 

Christian Aid Secretary 
Could a reader help our Church by offering to 
lead for Christian Aid.  See Derek Brighton for 
information.   
  Essentially CA is the leader for world Christian 
charity.  They lead on campaigns for crises and 
continuing aid.  They work through local chari-
table organisations and supervise wise spend-
ing.  They minimise administration costs.  They 
need a contact with EMail to keep us in their 
picture.  We have to decide whether to react 
to the appeals.  Special collections are made 
with support from the Church Stewards.  The 

main effort is Christian Aid week in May each 
year.  In Rochester the Diocese uses their 
newsletter to distribute envelopes to all homes 
so we just need to offer our church members 
support.  This involves using if required their 
form of worship material and we provide 30 
envelopes a year.  The secretary counts it with 
the stewards and identify any gift aided dona-
tions.  It is paid into our church account and a 
cheque forwarded, with gift aid information.  
  In addition sponsors for the Circuit Christian 
Aid walk can be found and sponsorship forms 
used to coordinate with Linda Bromley at 
Strood.                  Derek 



15 

 

1.The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.  
2.Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments.  
3.Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 
4.The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
5.The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Old Testament. 
6.The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
7.Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, Serving, 
Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy.  
8.The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.  
9.Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, 
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 
10.The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments.  
11.The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples.  
12.The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed 

Two Versions of The Twelve Days of Christmas!! 
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 Subject: Rochester South and Horsted Ward Monthly Prayer Bulletin 
November 2015 

“In Him and through faith in Him, we may approach God with freedom and confidence.” Ephesians 3:12 NIV 
 
Herewith the latest edition of the monthly prayer bulletin for the folk and life of the Rochester South and Horsted 
ward which includes within its boundary St Stephen’s, St. Luke’s, Covenant Praise Centre and Berachah churches and 
covers part of the Pip & Jim’s, St. Simon Stock, St. Michael’s, St. John Fisher and St. Justus parishes.  
 

 Churches Together In Medway: A reminder re Saints Alive at Rochester Cathedral on Sat 31 Oct, 7.30 pm - 
9.00 pm. This is our annual opportunity for the Medway church to pray corporately, praise and worship 
together. The address is from Rev Dr Hugh Osgood. All most welcome. There will be also be a CTIM arranged 
Prayer For Medway event on Mon 16 Nov at 7.30 pm at the historic St Mary The Virgin Church, Dock Road, 
Chatham which has been refurbished and reopened as a place of worship after more than 40 years by The 
Victorious Family Parish Church. All are again welcome to come and pray together for the Towns we all live in.  

 Prisons Week: (http://www.prisonsweek.org/) 15-21 Nov is Prisons Week, please pray for the three 
Medway prisons in neighbouring Rochester West ward. A special prayer for the week: “Lord, You offer 
freedom to all people. We pray for those in prison. Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist. Support 
with Your love prisoners and their families and friends, prison staff and all who care. Heal those who have 
been wounded by the actions of others, especially the victims of crime. Help us to forgive one another, to act 
justly, love mercy and walk humbly together with Christ in His strength and in His Spirit, now and every day. 
Amen.” Pray too for the local chaplains, visitors and outreach ministries, for a greater church connection in 
Medway with the whole prison community. 

 Prayer For Our Schools: Although nothing is formally organised in our area 17 Nov is a Europe wide pray 
day for schools (see www.prayforschools.org for further generic information). Please pray for the welfare, 
education and spiritual wellbeing of the ward schools: Balfour Infants, Balfour Juniors, Horsted Infants, 
Horsted Juniors, The Thomas Aveling School and Warren Wood Primary Academy. Pray too for The Family 
Trust assemblies taking place at all the ward primary schools during this month. 

 Crime: Medway Neighbourhood Watch Association advise of the following:  
21 Sep: Jiniwin Road: Theft of van.  
2 Oct: The Ridgeway: Theft from vehicle.  
3 Oct: Horsted Way: Theft of fuel from vehicle.  
4 Oct: Wilson Avenue: Theft of fuel from vehicle.  
15 Oct: Elm Avenue: Theft from vehicle.  
17 Oct: Wilson Avenue: Theft from vehicle.  
19 Oct: Maidstone Road: Burglary.  
19 Oct: Warren Wood Road: Theft of vehicle. 
23 Oct: Purbeck Road: Burglary.  
27 Oct: Horsted Way: Burglary.  

 Once again there is a strong similarity to many of these so please pray for all concerned and that the likely 
prolific repeat offenders responsible are convicted both by God and the law and for the foiling of these often 
opportunistic night-time crimes. Kent Police are running Operation Castle from 27 Oct until Jan 2016 which is 
targeting all aspects of burglary, please pray for the success of this. 

 The local press provides an interesting snapshot of life in the ward and we feature below abridged versions of 
stories and reports published in the Medway Messenger. Please pray and intercede as the Lord leads for the 
people involved and the wider situations that these stories are representative of (eg employment, family, 
schools, crime, planning etc).  

 Brave Harry is a fantastic and selfless young boy: (Sep 14 pg 12) “Harry T. of Woodhurst who is aged just five 
has been having treatment for leukaemia still found time to think of others despite being very poorly himself 
and has been nominated for a Pride in Medway award.”  

 Pupils’ grey day brightens life for brave battler Jake: (Oct 9 pg 14) “Thomas Aveling pupils have helped raise 
more than £1,000 for a brain cancer charity to show their support for a classmate, Jake E. of Greenway, who is 
receiving groundbreaking treatment for a tumour at The Royal Marsden Hospital.” 

 Drug-deal menace at kids park: (Oct 16 pg 1) “Parents and councillors are calling on police to save a park 
from being ruined by yobs and drug dealers. A recent spate of drug dealing near Rosebery Road Recreation 
Ground has sparked fears that the area is becoming a crime hot spot.” [PS: A man is now in custody on 
dealing charges] 

 ·Banned driver: (Oct 19 pg 15) “J.B. of Meadside Walk was jailed for 330 days and banned from driving after 
he admitted driving while disqualified and without insurance.” 
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By Samantha Fleming 

 The following have appeared before Medway magistrates: (Sep 4 pg 40) M.R. of Ajax Road, failed to give 
identity of driver, fined. (Sep 18 pg 46) T.M. of Warren Wood Road, non-payment of fine. (Oct 9 pg 40) P.G. of 
Warren Wood Road, speeding, fined. I.S. of Binland Grove, speeding, fined. A.O. of City Way, speeding, fined. 
(Oct 23 pg 45) S.S. of Barkis Close, failed to give identity of driver, fined.  

 For 2015 we will feature occasionally some prayers of declaration that you might like to pray over your self, 
your family and your neighbourhood: 

 “I seek and declare the favour of the Lord and Your presence to go with me, my family and the Body of Christ 
[here in Rochester South and Horsted] that provides grace for us even in the midst of our shortcomings as 
Moses prayed. Amen” (from Exodus 34:8-9 “’Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshipped. Lord, he 
said, if I have found favour in Your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, 
forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.”) 

 My Medway Council colleague Cllr Gloria Opara hopes to begin producing a similar prayer bulletin for her 
electoral ward of Princes Park in the near future. If you have Christian connections living / working / 
worshipping in Princes Park ward please do pass this message on and ask them to get in touch with me. Thank 
you. 

 “Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of 
you.” 2 Thessalonians 3:16 NIV 

 Trevor Clarke, 19 Wemmick Close, Rochester, ME1 2DL  Coordinator of Medway Prayer Net and Ward 
Councillor for Rochester South and Horsted   trevoraclarke@blueyonder.co.uk - 01634 409932 
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Above and below are pictures of Ragini’s new Church 

Visiting Ragini’s village where a new church was recently built 

Some pictures from Stanley Macaden in India 
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Appreciation for Ragini by Sr citz for organising 

the skit 

Stanley’s grandson, Arpin, with 

rubik cubes he does 

Bookmark for 

Sunday School 

Stanley asks that we pray for the Foundation Course  

11th to 13th January 2016 on end of life care 
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 A Cautionary Tale 
Some of you may have noticed that for the last few 
weeks I've had the snuff les and a bit of a cough.  One 
of the things the doctor said might help would be to 
breathe in the steam from boiling water.  Eventually, 
after a bit of nagging from my younger daughter, I 
thought I had better try it. 
  I boiled some water and poured it into a shallow 
bowl, retrieved a clean tea-towel from the drawer and 
draped it over my head as I held it over the bowl. 
  I have learnt two things from this first attempt.  One 
almost straight away was to remove your glasses as 
they steam up very quickly. 
  Once I got going, though, it was quite a pleasant 
sensation.  So I closed my eyes and relaxed and 
although I don't know how beneficial breathing the 
steam was I did learn something else.  The second 
thing I learnt, which took a little more time to find out, 
was don't fall asleep over a bowl of boiling hot water.  
I found the end of my nose very, very, very close to the 
surface of the water! 
I'm not sure I did fall asleep - I might have just relaxed 
too much, but I have been very careful with 

subsequent attempts.      Tim. 

Medway Winter Night Shelter 
It is easy to think that we do not have a homeless 
problem in Medway. However, at a rough and 
conservative estimate there are at least 50 people 
sleeping on our streets each night, with more 
‘sofa surfing’ or living in vulnerable housing. They 
could even be you or me if we suffer an unfortu-
nate life event such as a job loss, inability to pay 
the mortgage, family break-up or addiction prob-
lems. 
  The Medway Winter Night Shelter is a project 
run by the ‘Churches Together in Medway’ and 
the Strood Community Project to help homeless 
people with a connection to Medway during the 
coldest and most difficult time of the year. We 
hope to open a Winter Shelter in January 2016, 
but to do that, we need your support. For more 
information go to our website at 
www.medwayshelter.weebly.com or email med-
wayshelter@gmail.com   
  There will be leaflets about this in church and 
there are various ways we can support this worth-
while venture including volunteering and praying.            
Fran 

http://www.medwayshelter.weebly.com/
mailto:medwayshelter@gmail.com
mailto:medwayshelter@gmail.com
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 Update on St Luke’s Building Project 
As I write this I can confirm that the consent 
form  has been completed and is waiting for 
approval from the people at Central Hall 
Westminster.  A number of grant application 
forms are in the process of being completed to 
enable us to receive grants. 
  Our fundraising currently stands at approx. 
£110,000.  This is made up of £50,000 from the 
circuit and £61,000 from our own funds.  Since 
we launched the building fund with the last 
push we have received from you, our church 

members and friends approximately £18,000.  
On behalf of those on the Property Committee 
I would like to thank those you have made a 
donation. 
  The thermometer shown in this newsletter 
will be reproduced in a larger form and be 
displayed in the Church and will be updated for 
every thousand pounds raised or pledged to 
our project. 
 
  Our thanks should go to Danny for producing 
the thermometer. 
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Minister Revd Tony Graff 01732 871436 

Senior Church Steward Hilary Wheeler 847211 

Church Steward and Worship Leader Ian Smith 723477 

Church Steward and Worship Leader Dorothy Odell 409826 

Church Steward Jean Wahanchuk 406466 

Church Steward Angie Rastall 614809 

Church Contacts   

Church Notices Danny Gibson 07506 765805 

Church Secretary Fran Shepherd 811129 

Gift Aid Secretary Angie Rastall 325747 

Baptism Roll Secretary Hilary Wheeler 847211 

Magazine Editor Danny Gibson 07506 765805 

Hall Bookings Jean Wahanchuk 406466 

Property & Finance Chairman Ian Smith 723477 

Church Treasurer Angie Rastall 614809 

Church Pastoral Secretary Derek Brighton 840094 

Church Phone  406768 

Organisations that Use the Church   

Pre-School Maria Hill 405315 

Brownies Louise Kemsley 713507 

Craft Club Dorothy Odell 409826 

Homemakers Secretary Jean Wahanchuk 406466 

Kingfisher Singers Davina Brisley 387249 

La Leche League of Rochester Deborah Robertson 814221 

Medway Bridge Club Eunice Tope 848164 

Over 55s Keep Fit Angie Rastall 614809 

Rainbows Gina Kemsley 843209 

Scouts/Beavers/Cubs John Brisley 610910 

Tae-Kwan-Do Tony Lzst 07882 270324 

The Wednesday Fellowship Hilary Wheeler 847211 

Amethyst School of Dance Rachel Pratt 01795 426611 

CONTACTS PAGE 

CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS 
City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2BQ 

Church Telephone  01634 406768 
 

Website 
http://www.stlukesrochester.co.uk/ 

 
Church e-mail Address:  Stlukes2014@gmail.com 


